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PREFACE. 


THE following Narrative is, perhaps, one of 
the moſt extraordinary and beſt authenticated of 
any ever yet laid before the Public, on a fimilar 
Subject. In an age naturally inclined to Infidel- 
ity, it requires ſome courage in a man to ſtand 
up againſt the current of public opinion, to ex- 
preſs his conviction that there is a Spiritual world, 
and that its inhabitants, through the inſerutable 
economy of Divine Providence, are permitted at 
certain times, to manifeſt themſelves in a variety 
of ways to the children of men. 

The wiſeſt and beſt men that have ever 
adorned human nature, have believed in the ex- 
iſtence of Witchcraft ; and have thought it poſ- 
ſible, that an illicit commerce might ſubfiſt be- 
tween Men, and Spirits of different orders. In 
proof of this, a variety of Facts have been ap- 
pealed to, in different ages and countries. Many 
of theſe have ſtood the moſt rigid veſt of critical 
examination, Others were found to be impoſ- 
tures, ſet on foot for the emolument of the parties 
concerned ; or framed expreſsly for the purpoſe 
of expoſing the doctrine to ridicule, if not to 


ſtrike at the foundation of the Sacred Writings, 
1 where 
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where the certainty of the thing is announced in 
the moſt formal manner. Indeed, ever fince 
BRKKER of Amſterdam, publithed his work en- 
titled, Le Monde enchante, (The World bewitched,) 
in 1694, it has been ſuppoſed that the whole 
Syſtem was ruined ; and that the Devil himſelf 
was proved to be a nonentity. This certainly 
ſerved the intereſts of the kingdom of darknefs. 
Where the being, malice, and ſubtilty of Satan 
are ercdited, watchfulneſs againſt his devices, 
and dependance on the Moſt High, are felt in- 
cliſpenſably neceſſary; but where his exiſtence 
and mttuence are diſbelieved, watchſulneſs and 
prayer can ſearcely be confidered even as pru- 
dential means of ſafety, as it would be ridiculous 
to fear, where no caule of fear exiſted. 

Mr. Durbin, the author of the following Nar- 
ative, and Uncle to Sir Jahn Durbin, one of the 
preſent worthy Aldermen of this City, was one of 
the moſt reſpectable characters in Briſtol. His 
mviolable attachment to truth, his unblemiſhed 
uprightneſs, his widely extended charity (for he 
invariably, from the time he entered into bufi- 
nels till his deccate in 1799, gave a zenith of his 
ample, annual income to the poor), his probity 
in the concerns of his calling, and his genuine 
and unaffected piety to God, rendered him de- 
lervedly dear to all who had the happineſs of his 
acquaintance. When he firſt heard of the 
range tranſact ions at Lawford's-Gate, he went 
through a principle of critical curioſity to detect 
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and expoſe what he deemed to be impoſture. 
The means he made uſe of to effect this end are 
ſufficiently detailed in the Narrative ; and thew 
fuch pradential caution, and rigid, critical ex- 
amination, proceeded in with the moft patient 
perfeverance for a great length of time, as no 
trick or impesture could have poſſibly ſhielded 
itſelf from. The refult was, what every man of 
ſenſe muſt expect, that Mr. Durbin was firmly 
perfuaded the whole bufineſs was the effect of 
ſupernatural agency; and as ſuch he fully be- 
heved it till his dying day. But Mr. Durbm was 
not the fole examiner in this buſineſs: ſeveral 
Clergymen of learning and picty, and Gentlemen 
of conſiderable abilities, tome of whom were pro- 
fefſed Deisle, fearched into theſe matters alſo: 
and Mr. Durbin has been oftcn heard to ſay, that 
they were all fully convinced that there could be 
no impoſture in the caſe, And who that reads 
the Narrative, and conſiders the unblemiſhed 
character of the Author, can belicve otherwiſe ? 

It may be aſked, © If Mr, Derbin was fo well 


convinced of the truth of theſe tranſactions, why 


did he not publiſh the Narrative in his life-time ?” 


This he was often urged to do by many friends, 
to whom he related all thefe circumſtances, with 
ſeveral others not mentioned in the Narrative; 


'To all of whom he regularly gave one anſwer, 


which in ſubſtance was as follows: The pre- 
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ſent is an age of Infidelity men ſcoff at ſpiritual 
things—1f they believe not Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, 
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phets, Chriſt and the Apoſtles, they will not, of 
courſe, believe my feeble teſtimony concerning a 
World which it may be their intereſt to diſcredit. 
When I firſt engaged in the Examination of this 
buſineſs, I was abuſed in the public Papers, for 
what was termed my credulity. Should I publiſh 
the Narrative, the ſame abuſe would be revived, 
and I wiſh to live and die in peace with all men. 
It will doubtleſs be publiſhed after my death, and 
the matter will then ſpeak for itſelf,” 

Till within a few years of his death, he pre- 
ſerved the glass and pins mentioned page 31, &c. 
which he often ſhewed to his particular friends. 
Such forms as the pins were crooked into, the 
Editor believes never met the human eye. 
There was ſcarcely a known form in nature that 
correſponded to any of them. It would have tor- 
tured the ingenuity of man to have even imitated 
them, much more, to have invented the vaſt 
varicty of fantaſtic figures which ſeveral ſcores 
of theſe pins exhibited. To describe them is im- 
poſſible, and to paint them equally ſo. The 
glaſs, which was an old-faſhioned one, has been 
ſhewn to ſeveral, and it was nipped round at 
the foot in the manner deſcribed page 14. 

One circumſtance not mentioned in the Nar- 
rative, but which Mr. Durbin told to ſome ſelect 
friends, ſhould not paſs unnoticed here: viz, 
His often repeated requeſt to the SHirit, as it was 
termed, to favour him with an interview ; and 


the at leaſt partial gratification of this requeſt. 
He 
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He offered to meet it in any place, at any 
time, and on any terms conſiſtent with his 
character as a Chriſtian. Having appointed it a 
time, he went into a private place, and adjured 
it in the moſt ſolemn manner, to ſhew itſelf in 
any form, or way it thought proper. After a 
ſhort time ſpent in waiting, a loud knocking 
took place on the oppoſite fide of the wainſcot, 
(it was at might, and the place in deep darkneſs.) 
Lifting his eyes towards the place where the 
noiſe ſeemed to be, he diſcovered a coloured 
luminous appearance, of a circular form, about 
the ſize of a common plate: the colours reſem- 
bled thoſe of the rainbow : the brighter ones 
were extremely vivid, and deeply ſhaded with 
the red, blue, and indigo. The Writer believes 
that Mr. D. ſaid, he then aſked ſome queſtions, 
but what they were, he cannot now recollect. 

Thus much the Editor has thought neceſſary 


to ſay, by way of preface, He hopes it will not 


he ſuppoſed, from the publication of this Narra- 
tive, that he intends to enter the liſts with Un- 
behevers in general, or with thoſe who might 
wiſh to ſhake the credit of Facts, ſuch as thoſe 
related in this Pamphlet : he has no ſuch de- 
fign : he is willing that every man ſhould abound 
in his own opinion ; being convinced, that they 
have the ſame right to diſbelieve relations of 
Witcheraſt, &c. in general, as he has to credit 
thoſe which he believes to be ſufficiently au- 
thenticated. He thinks the following is a clear 

Case, 
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case, and that from it, every impartial reader 
will draw the following concluſion : Either this 
is a real caſe of Supernatural Agency : or, Mr. 
Durbin has knowingly impoſed on the World, 
and gone into Eternity profeſſing to believe what, 
he knew to be falſe, —But in this caſe, Mr. D's 
character ſwears for him; and will for ever 
preclude, with all who knew him, the poſſibility 
of ſuch an imputation. 

Some alteration might have been made in 
the Latin and Greek queſtions to render them 
more elegant; but except the correction of a ſew 
groſs crrors (probably thoſe of the tranſcriber), 
it was thought proper to leave them in the main, 
Juſt as they were found in Mr, D's Manuſcript. 


Bristol, Dec. 19, 1800. 


AN ACCOUNT 


OF 


DISTURBANCES, Sc. 


AT THE LAMB, WITHOUT LAWFORD's GATE. 


Y 
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Decemszr 18, 1761, hearing that Mr. Giles's 
children, Miſs Molly and Dobby, were afflicted in an ex- 
traordinary manner, for a fortmght paſt, I went there 
this day, and ſaw Molly ſewing, and found ſhe had 
marks on her arms given on a ſudden, like the marks of 
a thumb-nail; which I am ſatisfied ſhe could not do 
herſelf. As I watched her, I ſaw the fleſh pre ſſed down 
whitiſh, and riſe again, leaving the print of a finger- 
nail, the edges of which grew red afterwards. The girl 
complained that it came with the force of a finger, hurted 
her much, and ſmarted after. I inquired of Mr, Giles, 
when this firſt took place; he ſaid, * On Friday the 13th 
of November laſt, the children being all in bed in the 
morning, ſomething ſcratched violently at the window 
and bed's-head, and they were ſo frightened, that they 
jumped out of bed and ran down ſtairs.” —As nothing of 
this kind occurred till about three weeks afterwards, the 
father and mother thought it was the pigeons that had 

made a noiſe at the window. 0 
Sunday, Dec. 6. This became more violent, and 
continued every day, ſcratching and knocking. Several 
perſons ſaid they ſaw the finger of a hand near the chil- 
dren, Mr. Giles told me, he then thought it to be 
tricks of the ſervants, and would find it out, as it began 
about five in the morning, and when they went to bed it 
B Was 
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was more violent than in the day- time. He went into 
the children's room once, to detect the ſervants if poſſible. 
He firſt ſaw the cover of a box move up and down ſeve- 
ral times, which he examined, but ſaw no cauſe of it. 
While he was obſerving 1t, the cover moved again, till 
it fell to the ground; then the box, with the child's 
clothes in it, moved ſeveral times, till it turned over, 
and threw the clothes on the floor. This ſtartled him. 
At night he determined to take Molly from the maids, 
| to be with himſelf in a room not commonly uſed. He 
| told me he looked under the bed, and took a hanger with 
Il! him, As ſoon as he was in bed with his daughter, ſhe 
lf cried out ſhe was pinched on her legs and feet ; and the 
j clothes he found were pulled off the bed ſeveral times, 
and the child ſaid ſhe ſaw the hand that did it. He then 
| put the hanger into her hand to cut it; ſhe cried out, it 
was pulling the hanger out of her hand, and he ſaw it 
pulled out of her hand and thrown on the floor, He 
then made her hold it with both her hands, and it was 
pulled out again and thrown on the floor. He was 
then fully convinced that it was preternatural ; and took 
the child to the maid's bed again, 
I Saturday, Dec. 19, I went with , we ſaw the 
if impreſſion of the nail but once in three hours, 
The 224, I went in the afternoon, and Molly com- 
plained ſhe was hindered in her knitting. I deſired her 
to try ; ſhe did, but nothing happened. Soon after ſhe 
| ſaid ſhe ſaw three dirty fingers, and pointed where, and 
| preſently ſhe had ſeveral marks of the nails impreſſed 
| with force on her arms, ſo that ſhe cried out. I was 
looking on her arms at the very time. I bid her take 
her knitting again, ſhe did; 1 law the needles pulled 
gently by tugs, almoſt out ot the ſtitches of the ſtocking 
ſeven times, and hang only by a few ſtitches. I could 
ſee- 
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ſee the needles below her fingers, and ſideways quiver- 
ing to the end of the ſtitches, and though I tried by a 
gentle pull, I did not move them, as ſhe knitted pretty 
tight, I am convinced ſhe could not do it by any {hight 
of hand, as ſhe ſtopped when it was going, and told me, 
and I ſaw the needle move afterwards to the end; but it 
did not fall entirely out of the ſtitches, which I heard it 
did many times in the day before; and once it pulled 
all the needles out, and flung them under the grate. 
"Thurſday the 24th, I went with ——, and at the door 
we met Mrs, „and another perſon going in. We 
heard they had had the uſual beating of the tattoo, &c. 
in the morning, and a ſcratching like as by birds claws 
in the bed. They ſaid they were ſure the children could 
not do it, as they held their hands all the while. The 
curtains moved up and down, as it drawn by pullies. 
Things were thrown over the bed, and the chamber-pot 
whirled round the room ſeveral times, and ſeveral other 
things done contrary to the courſe of nature. We de- 
ſired Molly who was moſt troubled, to take her knitting; 
| ſhe did, and it was pulled from her as before. She lat 
on a chair in the midſt of the room by day-light, and we 
tour ſat round her to watch her narrowly, to find out any 
trick, if poſſible. We ſaw the needles pulled away 
thirteen times, and were certain ſhe could not do it 
herſelf, but it ſeemed to be done by an inviſible power. 
We tound when we touched any needle, it did not 
move, but another moved, and when touched, all the 
ſtitches were drawn up in a heap, ſo that ſhe could not 
work. We all were certain we were not deceived, as it 
was day-light; and ſhe {topped every time the needles 
began to move, and we ſaw them move clean off her 
lingers, | | 
Thurſday the 31ſt, my ſiſter and I went in the morning, 
B 2 ang 
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and ſaw ſome of the prints of finger-nails ; heard a little 
clawing on the ground, and ſaw Molly's head beat againſt 
the window-ſhutter with great force, We were told how 
the great table was, by an inviſible power, turned quite 


upſide down, with the four legs upwards, twice in an 


hour, in preſence of three or four perſons. The carpet 
that was on it being laid ſmooth on the floor in an in- 
ſtant, as if placed ſo by two men. I think by the ſize of 
the table, two men could ſcarcely turn it over. Mr. 
, ſaw a chair move from the wall and fall down. 
Mr. was ſitting in the room, with Mr. Giles and 
others, and they ſaw the poker and ſhovel riſe from the 
chimney, and ſeemed to be thrown to the other end of 
the room. A key that was hanging up came five yards 
and ſtruck Mr. Giles on the head. Both the children had 
{laps on their cheeks frequently, which were heard by 
people in the room. | 

Jan, 2, 1762, I went and met there Mr. —, and 
ſeveral other gentlemen, We went into a room called 
the George, and ſaw the children pinched with the im- 
preſſions of nails, and the children ſaid they ſaw the 
hand that did it. There was a loud knocking againſt the 
table, and I ſaw the chair move, on which Molly fat, fo 
as almoſt to throw her down. Dobby cried, the hand 
was about her ſiſter's throat, and I ſaw the fleſh at the fide 
of her throat puſhed in, whitiſh, as 1t done with fingers, 
though I ſaw none. Her face grew red and blackiſh 
preſently, as if ſhe was ſtrangled ; but without any con- 
vulſion or contraction of the muſcles, We went to her, 
and I touched her head; it went off in a moment, and 
ſhe was well, which could not have taken place had it 
been the effect of a natural diſorder. Soon after, Molly 
was ſtruek twice on the head, and we all heard it. 
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The gd, they told me a ſilver dobbin had been flung at 
them, nobody being near the place where it came from. 
It, (1 mean the inviſible agent) had now a new trick. 
Whenever Molly drank tea, or any liquor, 1t threw it 
© about, She could carry the diſh ſteady to her mouth, 

but when ſhe went to ſip, it puſhed her elbow, and threw 
it about. She could ſip at an empty diſh ſeveral times, 
without any jog, which proved it was no convulſion. 
] tried both her hands with the tea, and it was the fame. 
If I touched her elbow with my finger her head was 
puſhed into the cup. If I touched her head and elbow 
while ſhe drank, ſhe was pinched in her neck behind : 
the mark of which I ſaw, She then went to drink ſome 
water out of a ſilver cup; I held the candle cloſe to the 
cup to watch, and ſee it I could diſcern any thing that 
did it. The cup received a ſudden ſtroke, and I heard 
it tingle loud with the flap, and the water was thrown up 
into her face with equal force; but I ſaw nothing that 
did it. If ſhe wrote, her hand would be beat away, as if 
by a blow on her elbow, 

Mr. Giles and the ſervants told me, that Dobbs was 
ſtanding by the fire with three or four perſons, at ten 
o'clock yeſterday morning, and ſuddenly ſhe diſappeared. 
—The father and mother were in great diſtreſs, ſeeking 
for her above an hour ; ſhe was at length found under a 
bed, and her father with difficulty pulled her out, as he 
found a reſiſtance. She then cried aloud, but could not 
before. The child told me, (ſhe was about eight vears 
old) that her mouth was ſtopped, and ſhe carried up 
ſtairs and thruſt under the bed, and held there all the 
time, but ſhe ſaw nothing. 

Tueſday the 5th, at one o'clock in the afternoon, 
Dobby was carried away again, and it was near half an 
hour before they found her. I came in juſt at the time. 
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The child looked very much frightened ; her tace dirty, 
{ome ſmall feathers of the bed, under which ſhe was 
found, were ſticking to it, and her neck pinched. She 
told me, that a woman in a ragged dreſs, put her hand 
before her mouth, ſo that ſhe could not cry out, and 
carried her up ſtairs in ſight of the people (as ſhe thought), 
and that her feet did not touch the floor; that the woman 
had a brown chip hat on, a ragged cap, and a brown 
gown : ſhe told her, ſhe would torment her ten times 
worſe in five days time, and cried, a witch! a witch! 
ſeveral times, and threw her under the bed, and lay 
down by her, and pinched her neck. Dobby ſaid, ſhe 
ſaw great holes in her ſtockings, but had no power to 
cry out till ſhe was found. 

I alſo went this day at eight in the morning. While I 
ſat in the bar, I heard a rolling over my head, which 
they ſaid was the chamber-pot, as uſual, rolling round 
the room, whilſt the children were at prayers, which 
many have ſeen. I went up, and the nurſe went up to 
ſhew me where the great knockings were laſt might, by 
the children's bed; on my left hand was a ſaſh window; 
about three feet from the window, was a caſe of draw- 
ers, on the drawers ſtood a wine-glaſs, which I ſaw glit- 
ter in the ſun, and was aſtoniſhed to ſee it riſe from the 
drawers without hands, It roſe gradually about a foot, 
perpendicularly from the drawers ; then the glaſs ſeemed 
to ſtand, and thereupon inclined backwards, as if a hand 
had held it; it was then flung with violence about five 
feet, and ſtruck the nurſe on the hip a hard blow, ſo that 
I heard it give a loud report. (The maid that ſaw the 

bruiſe, ſaid it was black and blue the next day.) The 
woman cried out immediately how ſhe was hurt. There 
was no perſon near the drawers when it roſe; the chil- 
dren were ſtanding by me who ſaw it, and ran to the 
OO other 
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other end of the room, ſearing it would be flung at them, 
as things generally were, I was ſo amazed at it, that I 


' faid, Do I ſee, what I ſee?” I then thought I would 


examine the glaſs, whether there were any wires or hairs 
tied to it. I then took up the glaſs from the floor, and 


found no wires nor any thing elſe ; but the glaſs was quite 


whole, except that the foot of it was broken, as if pin- 


cers had pinched it all round. This was about nine in 


the morning, clear day-light, cloſe by a ſaſh- window. 
Preſently after I was talking with Moliy, ſhe had a cup 


in her hand; my eye was fixed on the cup, at the inſtant 


that ſomething ſnatched it from her, and threw it above 
four feet, though her hand did not move. 

Wedneſday the 6th, I went at nine in the evening, 
and was told that Molly and Dobby had ſeen the woman 
that afternoon, and had been beat ſeveral times by her. 
At ten they went to bed, ſoon after they cried out that 


they were ſcratched, and pinched much.—We beat the 


bed, if poſſible, to quiet the children, and ſomething 
ſqueaked ſeveral times, like a large rat caught by a cat. 
After that, ſeven of us being there in the room, 
Molly ſaid ſhe was bit in the arm ; and preſently Dobby 
cried out the ſame. We ſaw their arms bitten above 
twenty, times that evening. Their arms were put out of 
bed, and they lay on their backs. They could not do it. 


themſelves, as we were looking on them the whole time. 
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We examined the bites, and found on them the impreſ- 
ſion of eighteen or twenty teeth, with ſaliva, or ſpittle, 
all over them, in the ſhape of a mouth, almoſt all of them 
very wet, and the ſpittle ſmoaking, as if juſt ſpit out of 
the mouth, I took up ſome of it on my finger to try the 
conſiſtence of it, and Mr. did the ſame, and we 


found it clammy, like ſpittle, and it ſmelt rank. After 


* 


that, I heard it beat very loud, and ſcratched louder on 


the 
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the ſacking of the bed than any human hands could do; 
yet when we turned up the bedclothes nothing was to be 
ſeen. It played the tattoo as well, and as diſtinct as ever 
I heerd a drummer. 

— Thurſday the 7th, I was there with three gentlemen, 
when Molly and Dobby were in bed; it began beating 
and ſcratching as uſual, and bit them above ten times, 
leaving the ſpittle on the bite ; I took ſome of it to ſmell 
to, and it ſmelled very ftrong, as before. Their backs 
and ſhoulders were bit while they lay on them,” which 
put it out of doubt they did not do it themſelves. I heard 
the flaps on Molly's breaſt ſeveral times. She cried out 
that ſhe was bit on her breaſt ; I took a candle, and looked 
cloſely on her breaſt, I could hear the ſlaps of a hand 
very loud, but I could not ſee any thing that did it. It 
is not eaſy ſor reaſon or philoſophy to account for all this 
in a natural way. After we had ſeen ſufficient to con- 
vince us, it was not done by any viſible power, and the 
children were roaring out for the pain of the pinches and 
bites, I begged the gentlemen to aſſiſt in ſcreening the 
children from their torments. I took a cloth and wiped 
off from their arms nearly a teacupful of ſpittle ; their 
hands being out of bed, I took a petticoat and covered 

| over their hands and arms with it, and held it down cloſe 

1 [Ep on them, to defend them if poſſible; but they cried out 

they were bitten worſe than before, under my hand; I 
pulled off the petticoat, and we ſaw freſh bites, with the 

ſpittle in ſeveral places, though we covered them ſo 

cloſely. Dobby was bitten moſt, and with deeper im- 
preſſions than Molly. The impreſſion of the teeth on 
their arms formed an oval, which meaſured two inches in 

length. | 

The 9th, the inviſible tormentor threw a cup at the 
nurſe, and rolled the chamber- pot round the room, while 
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che children were at prayers. As ſoon as they were in 


bed, I ſaw two bites, and 2/s operations began to be very 


violent by pinching and biting ; but a clergyman went to 
prayers, and it ceaſed directly, and was quiet all night. 
Sunday the 10th, in the morning, the maid, nurſe, 
and two children ſaw a hand and arm, which Leh ed very 
loud, and ſcratched, and pinched the children. At ele- 
ven o'clock they croſſed the water to the Great Gardens, 
and went to Mr. Lowdin's 8 bouſe, the cutler, which was 
furniſhed With his goods, knowing that if ĩt continued, 
it would be a clearer evidence that it was no impoſture. 
They had no diſturbance till Tueſday the 12th, when 
juſt after a great ſtorm, there was a knocking at the caſe 


of drawers, which was repeated every morning and even- 


ing, till Saturday evening; z it beat the tattoo ſoftly. Sun- 


day morning it pinched Dobby by the noſe, and Molly 


by the toe, and ſpoke in both their ears three times. 
ſaying, I'll follow you.” Dobby ſaw a hand and arm. 
Tueſday the 19th, it pulled Dobby by the noſe, and 
gave Molly a hard blow on the head, but did not yet 


affect them in the day-time, A bruſh ſeemed to be car- 
ried, rather than thrown, from the ſtairs to the other ſide 


of the room, Wedneſday morning it ſtruck Molly on 
the head, and tried to throw down a chair, by ſhaking it 
a quarter of an hour, Mrs. Elmes wk the nurſe looking 
on all the while. 

Thurſday the 21ſt, it bit Molly" s arm, and ſhe cried 
ſhe was pricked with pins, when they found four in her 
belly, leg and neck. It threw down a chair twice, and a 
little table once. Mrs. Elmes (the grandmother) ſaw it 
heave the great ſaucepan which was on the fire, with water 
in it, and daſhed the water up and down two or three times. 
It ſaid to the nurſe, damme,” two or three times aloud; 
and tore Molly's black cap in two places, that was on 
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the ſacking of the bed than any human hands could do; 
yet when we turned up the bedclothes nothing was to be 
ſeen. It played the 7a/790 as well, and as diſtinct as eve: 
I heard a drummer, 

Thurſday the 7th, I was there with three gentlemen, 
when Molly and Dobby were in bed; it began beating 
and ſcratching as uſual, and bit them above ten times, f 
leaving the ſpittle on the bite; I took ſome of it to ſmell 
to, and it ſmelled very ſtrong, as before. Their backs 
and ſhoulders were bit while they lay on them, which 
put it out of doubt they did not do it themſelves. I heard 
the ſlaps on Molly's breaſt ſeveral times. She cried out 
that ſhe was bit on her breaſt ; I took a candle, and looked 
cloſely on her breaſt, I could hear the flaps of a hand 
very loud, but I could not ſee any thing that did it. It 
is not eaſy ſor reaſon or philoſophy to account for all this 
in a natural way. After we had ſeen ſufficient to con- 
vince us, it was not done by any viſible power, and the 
children were roaring out for the pain of the pinches and 
bites, I begged the gentlemen to aſſiſt in ſcreening the 
children from their torments. I took a cloth and wiped 
off from their arms nearly a teacupful of ſpittle; their 
hands being out of bed, I took a petticoat and covered 
over their hands and arms with it, and held it down cloſe 
on them, to defend them if poſſible; but they cried out 
they were bitten worſe than before, under my hand ; I 
pulled off the petticoat, and we ſaw freſh bites, with the 
ſpiltle in ſeveral places, though we covered them ſo 
cloſely. Dobby was bitten moſt, and with deeper im- 
preſhons than Molly, The impreſſion of the teeth on 
N their arms formed an oval, which meaſured two inches in 
1 length. 

The 9th, the inviſible tormentor threw a cup at the 
nurſe, and rolled the chamber- pot round the room, while | 
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the children were at prayers. As ſoon as they were in 


bed, I ſaw two bites, and its operations began to be very 


violent by pinching and biting ; but a clergyman went to 
prayers, and it ceaſed directly, and was quiet all night. 
Sunday the 10th, in the morning, the maid, nurſe, 
and two children ſaw a hand and arm, which koocked very 
loud, and ſcratched and pinched the children. At ele- 
ven o'clock they croſſed the water to the Great Gardens, 
and went to Mr. Lowdin's houſe, the cutler, which was 
furniſhed with his goods, knowing that if it continued, 
it would be a clearer evidence that it was no impoſture. 
They had no diſturbance till Tueſday the 12th, when 
juſt after a great ſtorm, there was a knocking at the caſe 
of drawers, which was repeated every morning and even- 
ing, till Saturday evening; it beat the 2a ſoſtly. Sun- 
day morning it pinched Dobby by the noſe, and Molly 
by the toe, and ſpoke in both their ears three times, 
ſaying, © I'll follow you.” Dobby ſaw a hand and arm. 
Tueſday the 19th, it pulled Dobby by the noſe, and 
gave Molly a bard blow on the head, but did not yet 


affect them in the day-time, A bruſh ſeemed to be car- 


ried, rather than thrown, from the ſtairs to the other ſide 
of the room, Wedneſday morning it ſtruck Molly on 
the head, and tried to throw down a chair, by ſhaking it 
a quarter of an hour, Mrs. Elmes wah the nurſe looking 
on all the while. 

Thurſday the 21ſt, it bit Molly s arm, and ſhe cried 
ſhe was pricked with pins, when they found four in her 
belly, leg and neck. It threw down a chair twice, and a 
little table once. Mrs. Elmes (the grandmother) ſaw it 
heave the great ſaucepan which was on the firc, with water 
in it, and'daſhed the water up and down two or three times. 
It ſaid to the nurſe, 10 damme, ” two or three times aloud; 
and tore Molly's black cap in two places, that was on 
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her head, and her white pillorine was torn whilſt on her 
neck, in their ſight, 

Friday, it ran a pin into her leg, ſo that it was difficult 
to pull it out, it was ſo crooked. Mr. Giles came in the 
evening, while I was there, and faid he would take 
Dobby with him to Lawford's-Gate, to try if it would be 
quiet there. They had not been gone above four minutes 
before it ſpoke to Molly, and ſaid, Well, good night to 
you,” and gave her a great pinch in her back, and did 
not trouble her any more that night, nor the next morn- 
ing. But it followed Dobby to Lawford's-Gate. 

Thurſday morning, I went thither to inquire, and found 
that at fix o'clock it began knocking and ſcratching (in 
Mr. Giles's houſe, at Lawford's-Gate) ſoftly, and after. 
wards beat the tattoo very loud, bit Dobby's arms, and 
pinched three pinches on her breaſt, with three fingers 
at once; after ſhe came down it bit her twice. She was 
pinched in four places at once, ſo deep that the blood 
came. They then ſent her back to the Great Gardens, 
Juſt before Dobby came back, I was with Molly in the 
Great Gardens, and Molly cried out ſhe heard ſomething 
pant as if out of breath, which ſeemed very odd, and 
preſently was pinched in the neck ; but it had but little 
power over Dobby then. It bit Molly two or three 
times, and in the evening ran ſix crooked pins into divers 
parts of her body. I pulled one out of her back, and 
another out of her arm. . She cried out whenever ſhe was 
pricked. Those pins were juſt ſtuck into the ſkin for the 
blood to ſtart, but no deeper. 

Saturday the 23d, . Mrs. Elmes ſpoke to the inviſible 
tormenter, when it was knocking and ſcratching, and 
ſaid, Art thou a witch? if ſo, give ſcratches ;” which 
it did, This was the firſt time of aſking any queſtions, 


| Tt beat Molly's breaſt at the ſame time. I went there at 


noon 
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noon with Mr. , he ſat down, and Molly ſtood before 
him, talking to him. The ſtair-caſe opened into tlie 
room where we were: preſently a great noiſe was heard 
at the top of the ſtairs, it ſeemed to come down every 
ſtair with a ſcuffling noiſe, as if it had ſlippers on. Tt 
ſtartled us a little, expecting to ſee ſomething come down. 


The ſcuffling noiſe came down to the bottom ſtair, and 


though we looked earneſtly gn, we ſaw nothing: imme- 
diately a crooked pin was ſtuck in Molly's neck behind, 
which, as ſhe ſtood, was near Mr. 's face. He had 
a difficulty to pull it out, the hair was ſo woven round it. 
At night I pulled a very crooked pin out of Molly's leg. 
A patten was thrown at Molly in the neceſſary, which 
ſtruck her on the forehead ; I ſaw it dirty, but ſhe was not 
hurt. I ſaw ſome prints of nails on her arm, as if done 


with greaſy fingers. It tore her linen cap twice, ſo that 


it hung in four quarters. The laſt time, ſhe found like 
two hands tear it. By aſking queſtions this morning, it 
anſwered that Mr, ***** had employed it. Mrs, Elmes 
and the children heard it cry out, ce woah,” as wag- 
goners uſed to ſay in driving horſes, 

Sunday, Jan. the 24tlr, it began in the morning to 
knock and ſcratch, as uſual. Nurſe aſked, Why it did 
torment them? But it made no anſwer. She aſked it it 
lived without Lawford's-Gate? It anſwered, *© Ves: 
and anſwered alſo ſome other queſtions. Mrs, laid 
in haſte, © She is a liar, don't aſk the ly ing old whore any 
more queſtions :” (it had anſwered before, it was a woman 
witch) it anſwered aloud, for them all to hear, no more 


than yourſelf; kiſs my a—:” and they heard her {mack 


her bottom aloud ſeveral times; preſently after it ſmacked. 
Molly's bottom very loud, which made her cry out much, 
It had carried away a collar of a ſhirt, and a Knitting needle 
from Molly. Theyaſked, If it would bring them again ?“ 
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It ſaid, No. At ten o'clock I went ; Molly cried ſhe was 
pricked in her neck. I took out the pin, and gave it to 
Molly to look at it; ſhe ſaid ſhe was pricked again in 
the ſame place, I looked directly, and found another 
crooked pin in the ſame place; and as I took one out juſt 
before, I am certain it could not have been put there by 
any viſible power, I took one out of her leg, and ano- 
ther out of her arm. In the evening I ſaw it throw the 
tea about as uſual, I took a knife and moved it backward 
and forward at her elbow : then her head was puſhed into 
the tea-cup, but if I cut over her head and elbow ſhe 
drank very well. As all Molly's caps were torn off her 
head, they tied on her head a handkerchief, but could 
not keep it on, I ſaw her night-caps almoſt pulled off 
her head, while I was talking with her. I ſaid to Mrs. 
Elmes, that its anſwer ought not to be depended on, as it 
might put it on an innocent perſon. Molly ſtarted back, 
becauſe it ſaid to her, Aye, it ſhall be placed on ſome- 
body;“ I heard directly a laugh, ha! ha! ha! like a 
hollow ſhrill voice in a place where it echoes, Molly 
ſaid, Its uſual voice was in that manner; thoſe in the 
room heard it diſtinctly. I bid it ſcratch as many times 
as it would torment the children weeks. It gave forty 

ſcratches. | | | | 
Monday the 25th. At ſeven I heard the ſcratching ; 
ſaw one bite on Molly's arm : their arms were in bed, 
and their heads above the cloaths, ſo that they could not 
do 1t themſelves, I took a pin out of Molly's ſide. 
I aſked, If it would anſwer me by voice ? But no anſwer. 
We fixed no anſwer for No before : and when it did not 
care to tell, it would ſcratch ſhort and quick. I ſaid, 
If thou (the witch) haſt a huſband, ſcratch thrice ?” No 
anſwer. * If thou art a widow, ſcratch thrice ?” which 
it did very diſtinctly. If thou doſt this, of thine own 
'malice, 
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malice, ſcratch five times?“ No anſwer. “ If Mr. ####** 
has hired thee, ſcratch feven times ?” Which it did. Mr, 


and I aſked the ſame queſtions afterwards, and it 
anſwered diſtinctly. I bid it“ Scratch as many times as 
there were perſons in the room,” It feraiched /euen 
times, which was right. I aſked many queſtions, and 
named ſeveral pariſhes, to find where the woman lived, I 
at laſt ſaid, © If thou liveſt at Mangotsfield, ſcratch five 
times ?” which it did very diſtinctſy. 1 aſked, “If any 
of Mr. Giles's family, or ſervants, were concerned?“ No 
anſwer, which we always fixed for N. If Mr. , 
alone has hired thee, ſcratch ſix times? which 1! did, 
I ſaid, © Scratch as many times as he hasgiven thee gui— 

neas to do this miſchief ? It immediately ſcratched 1-7 
times, Mr. aſked the ſame queſtion, and it an{werc? 
in the ſame manner. I ſaid, © If it was thee that fopp: 1! 
Mr. Giles's waggon on Hanham Hill, when he was 0 - 
liged to put on ten horſes before he could move it, 104 
hve ſcratches ?” which it did; Mr. Giles paid gl. penalty 
for halling with ſo many horſes'. I aſked further, I 
it was thou that moved the waggon, and ſhook it fo v1». 
lently, when the ſack of flour fell out of it in Mr. Giles“ 
yard, give fix ſcratches ?” which it did. 

January the 26th, I went in the evening with ſevera! 
ladies, and others. After the children were in bed, we 
waited a little, Molly and Dobby were both bitten 01 
their ſhoulder blades, with ſpittle, as they lay on ther 
backs, and we looking on their faces at the ſame tiine. 
We were therefore ſure they could not bite one another. 
Molly had two bites on her arm. 


The 27th they went to Mr. ——'s, and were very duet 


all the day, and returned to the Great Gardens 1n the 


evening. After they were in bed, I {aw one bite on 
Molly's arm: but I did not ſtay long, that they might 59 
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to fleep. It never troubled them when aſleep, till five 
or ſix in the morning, and then it would awake them 
with ſlaps on their boſoms. | 

The agth, in the evening, I went with Mr. ——. 
Molly was bit on her forehead, and Dobby on her back. 
Mr. aſked, If it was hired, and for how many 
guineas ?” It ſcratched ten. 

The goth, at noon, I called there, and ſaw Molly bit 
on the arm, while ſhe was rubbing the chair. I faw 
Dobby wiping her hands in a towel, while I Was talk- 
ing to her, ſhe cried out ſhe was bitten in the neck. I 
looked and ſaw the mark of teeth, about eighteen, and wet 
with ſpittle. It was in the top part of the ſhoulder, cloſe 
by the neck; therefore it was impoſſible for her to do it 
herſelf, as I was looking on all the time, and nobody was 
near her but myſelf. —At night I went with Mr. 
and met there Mr. - while the children were un- 
dreſſing we heard a chair thrown down with violence. 
Nurſe ran up, and then another was thrown down; I ſaw 
the children frightened to a great degree by the violence 
of the blow; it did not ſeem poſſible that the children 
could do it themſelves; neither could I ever detect them 
in any fraud, throughout the whole affair, though I often 
examined very narrowly, We found it would att more 
furiouſly in the dark than when there was light. Dobby 
Was bitten twice following in the back, and it was wet 
with ſpittle. We ſaw their faces all the time, Molly 
was bitten on the arm and ſhoulder. While we were exa- 
mining the bite on the arm, the other arm was bitten 
cloſe by us in ſight. 

The gi ſt they had great knockings in the morning. At 
noon I went and ſaw Dobby bitten on the arm, Mr, — 
was there; and while Molly was reading a prayer, ſhe 
Was bitten on her arm before us, it was wet with ſpittle. 

| Februar, 


3 


February the 1ſt, the children were at my houſe, but 
nothing happened all day. At night 1 went to the Great 
Gardens with them. We ſaw one bite that came on 
Molly's back (as ſhe lay on her back), wet with ſpittle, 
and two bites on her arms, We were convinced it was 
no fraud, as we were very diligent in obſerving them. 
There was but little ſcratching. =p 

The 24, I went there at night, with ſeveral more, Mrs. 
—— was much ſhocked by a great blow over her head on 
the wainſcoflt. We ſaw fix bites on their arms, with ſpit- 
tle. As we found it was afraid of a knife, Mr. ——- 
gave Molly his penknife to hold in her hand, to cut any 
thing, if ſhe ſaw it. Molly cried out, ſomething was 
pulling the top of the knife. We ſaw the top of the 
knife ſhake backward and forward, as if ſomething pulled 
it, Mr. —— bid her hold the knife faſt, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
could not. He then took the knife from her ; ſhe then 
cried out, {ſhe was cut in the arm with a cold knife, 
which was the firſt time of their arms being cut. We 
all ſaw, the impreſſion of a knife on her arm very deep, 
but no blood, Which grew red and roſe in a wale. We 
ſaw above twenty of theſe cuts given in their arms and 
face,—I beat the bed, and it ſqueaked much while I 
moved the knife backward and forward over the bed ; 
the children were not hurt. I then beat at the foot of the 
bed, and bid the children fit upright, I then cut with a 

penknife behind their backs; ſomething ſhrieked very 
oddly, as if it had been hurt, Molly cried out there was 
a hand and arm with a caſe knife in it, which ran away 
from her bed to the other bed, and ſtood at the curtain; 
I went there and cut at it with the knife with great force; 
it ſhrieked, and Molly ſaid, I had cut the arm, and that 
it had fallen to the ground,” After this they were quiet 
during the night. | a 


Wedneſday 
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to fleep. It never troubled them when aſleep, till five 
or ſix in the morning, and then 1t would awake them 
with ſlaps on their boſoms. 

The 29th, in the evening, I went with Mr. 
Molly was bit on her forehead, and Dobby on her back. 
Mr. aſked, © If it was hired, and for how many 
guineas ?” It ſcratched ter. 

The goth, at noon, I called there, and ſaw Molly bit 
on the arm, while ſhe was rubbing the chair. I faw 
Dobby wiping her hands in a towel, while I Was talk- 
ing to her, ſhe cried out ſhe was bitten in the neck. I 
looked and ſaw the mark of teeth, about eighteen, and wet 
with ſpittle. It was in the top part of the ſhoulder, cloſe 
by the neck; therefore it was impoſlible for her to do it 
herſelf, as I was looking on all the time, and nobody was 
near her but myſelf. —At night I went with Mr. 0 
and met there Mr. ; While the children were un- 
dreſſing we heard a chair thrown down with violence. 
Nurſe ran up, and then another was thrown down; I ſaw 
the children frightened to a great degree by the violence 
of the blow; it did not ſeem poſſible that the children 
could do it themſelves ; neither could I ever detect them 
in any fraud, throughout the whole affair, though I often 
examined very narrowly, We found it would att more 
furiouſly in the dark than when there was light, Dobby 
Was bitten twice following in the back, and it was wet 
with ſpittle. We ſaw their faces all the time, Molly 
was bitten on the arm and ſhoulder. While we were exa- 
mining the bite on the arm, the other arm was bitten 
cloſe by us in ſight. 

The g1ft they had great knockings in the morning. At 
noon I went and ſaw Dobby bitten on the arm, Mr. 
was there; and while Molly was reading a prayer, ſhe 
was bitten on her arm before us, it was wet with ſpittle. 
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February the iſt, the children were at my houſe, but 
nothing happened all day. At night I went to the Great 
Gardens with them. We ſaw one bite that came on 
Molly's back (as ſhe lay on her back), wet with ſpittle, 
and two bites on her arms. We were convinced it was 
no fraud, as we were very diligent in obſerving them. 
There was but little ſcratching. 

The 24, I went there at night, with ſeveral more, Mrs. 
was much ſhocked by a great blow over her head on 
the wainſcoflt. We ſaw fix bites on their arms, with ſpit- 
tle. As we found it was afraid of a knife, Mr. 
gave Molly his penknife to hold in her hand, to cut any 
thing, if ſhe ſaw it. Molly cried out, ſomething was 
pulling the top of the knife, We ſaw the top of the 
knife ſhake backward and forward, as if ſomething pulled 
it. Mr. —— bid her hold the knife faſt, fhe ſaid, ſhe 
could not. He then took the knife from her; ſhe then 
cried out, ſhe was cut in the arm with a cold knife, 
which was the firſt time of their arms being cut. We 
all ſaw, the impreſſion of a knife on her arm very deep, 
but no blood, which grew red and roſe in a wale. We 
ſaw above twenty of theſe cuts given in their arms and 
face, —I beat the bed, and it ſqueaked much while I 
moved the knife backward and forward over the bed ; 
the children were not hurt. I then beat at the foot of the 
bed, and bid the children fit upright, I then cut with a 
penknife behind their backs; ſomething ſhrieked very 
oddly, as if it had been hurt. Molly cried out there was 
a hand and arm with a caſe knife in it, which ran away 
from her bed to the other bed, and ſtood at the curtain; 
I went there and cut at it with the knife with great force; 
it ſhrieked, and Molly ſaid, I had cut the arm, and that 


it had fallen to the ground,” After this they were quiet 
during the night. 


Wedneſday 
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Wedneſday the gd, I went with ——, and ſaw two 
bites, and ſix cuts, as if done with a knife, but no blood 
came; though it appeared as if ready to ſtart out of the 
Cut. | 

Che 4th, in the evening, I went with Mr. 9 >! 
diq not believe there was any inviſible world, but he was 
malle convinced afterwards.) We heard the chair thrown 


eon with violence, and ſaw four bites, . and above 


ty cuts, and at each the blood came out. We aſked 
ial queſtions, which were anſwered, as uſual, by 
ening. I aſked, * How many perſons it had power 
Jet to torment at this time?“ It ſcratched ſix. I aſked, 
« It it had any power to torment Mr, 's daughter, to 
ſcratch five times ?'* which it did: and, If any power 
over the ſon that died lately ?” No. 

The 5th, I went with Meſſrs. ——, and we ſaw three 
bites, with ſpittle, and eight cuts : blood came with one 
cut. I aſked again,“ If it did torment Mr. — —'s daugh- 
ter?“ it ſcratched, Ves and, © How many weeks before 


ſhe would be cured ?“ it ſcratched four; and accordingly . 


in a month ſhe was cured, but left vety weak. The 
doctor thought her incurable, and would take no fees. 
She uſed to bark four or five times, and then crow ſome- 


what like a young cock; turning her head from 


the right ſhoulder to the left, backwards and forwards 
twenty times, and yet her neck not ſwell. I have ſeen 
her tongue pulled, as it were, out of her mouth very 
long, then doubled down her throat ; then after having 
rolled on the ground-in great agony, ſhe would go about 
the houſe, as uſual, or ſit and ſew, barking and crowing all 


the time. She has continued very well ever ſince it 
lo the morning they heard a voice ſaying, 


ſtopped. 
„Where's ——-? where's —-— ?” It ſeemed to want to 
have queſtions aſked, At night I went with Meſſrs. 


As 


„ 


As they were ſuſpicious of a fraud, they deſired that t 
ladies of the company might put the children to bed, and 
none elſe ſhould be 1 in the room. They went up firſt, and 
pulled all the clopths s off the bed, examined every thing 
about the bed and room, and made the bed again. Then 
the children went up ſtairs, and they undreſſed them, aud 
ſearched them all over, but found nothing. As ſoon as 
Mrs. —— had put them in bed, they were bitten three 
times, and had ſeveral cuts on their arms. As Molly fell 
aſleep ſoon, they all went down. As I was going away, 
I ſaw the cloaths of the bed, about two feet below where 
the children's feet reached, heave up, as if ſomething 
was there as big as a cat; 1t ran up to their feet. Molly 
waked, and cried 1n a fright, her feet were pinched very 
hard; preſently it ſcratched two or three ſcratches, and 
anſwered me ſeveral queſtions, in the uſual manner, by 
ſcratching. | 

Sunday the 7th, at ten, I went and found they were 
dreſſed to go home to Lawford's-Gate, as there were no 
hopes of being better by ſtaying here: beſides keeping two 
houſes was expenſive, IſawMolly had ſilk mittens on, and 
while I was talking to her, ſhe cried, ſhe was cut on her 
arm ; we pulled off the mittens, and two freſh cuts ap- 
peared, but no blood, I could eaſily ſec they were freſh, 
and had not been there before. I examined the mitten, 
and found it not cut at all, and yet ſhe felt a cold knife 
do it, as ſhe did before feel cold wet lips and teeth bite 
her under my hand, while I held down her arms. In the 
evening I went to Lawford's.Gate, and Molly told.me, 
when ſhe came home it ſpoke to her, and ſaid, Now I 
have my full power :” and then ſhe and Dobby were both 
cut till the blood came. When they went to bed, a chan 
was thrown down with force, but it did not damage the 
chair. Two gentlemen and myſelf ſaw above twenty 
cuts: out of ſome the blood ſtarted. I got ſome ſpirits 
D of 
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ol wine, and rubbed ſome on the cuts, as they were ſore, 
but it made them worſe, and they did not heal ſo ſoon as 
if nothing had been applied to them. We bid Molly put 
her arms out of bed, and we put the petticoat on them to 
prevent, if poſſible, the cuts, but could not hinder it. 
As we looked on, ſhe cried out her arm was rubbed witli 
naſty ſtuff; Mr. -— took off the coat, and ſaw about a 
teacupful of ſpittle rubbed over her arm, all in a lather. 
We were certain ſhe could not put her hand to her mouth. 
Soon after ſhe {aid, ſomewhat was waſhing her arm. It 
was out of bed, and her arm was again daubed over with 

ſpittle. | 
Monday, the 8th of February, in the morning, I went 
with „and ſaw many cuts. We aſked many queſ- 
tions, which were anſwered right by ſcratches. We 
aſked how old Mr. ——'s eldeſt daughter was? it 
ſcratched 7thrrteen., I aſked the mother next day, as I 
did not know her age, and found it a little above thir- 
teen, It ſcratched again, that it tormented her and fix per- 
{ons more, four of them in Briſtol. Mr. — came then; 
I purpoſed aſking ſome Latin queſtions, which I thought 
would remove all ſuſpicion of a fraud, if it anſwered 
right: but I find all evidence inſufficient to convince ſome. 
We aſked as follows: Sie calo vents ter /calpe?* no 
anſwer. St ab tnferno vents quater ſcalpe p it ſcratched 
four. Si ſbiritus familiaris es, quinquies ſcalpe?}| it 
{cratched fue. We varied the number, that the children 
might not know what we aſked. Quot ſumus nunc in hoc 
cubiculo, toties ſcalpe & it ſcratched ſeven, which was 
right. Quot habet liberos, hujus familiæ pater, toties 
{calpe ꝰ t it ſcratched eight, aud right. Quot annos habet 
has 


* It thou comest from Heaven, e ratch three times? 

+ If thou comeſt from Hell, icratch four times? 

If chou art a Familizr Spirit, ſcratch five times? 

How many are we now in this chamber? Scratch the number. 

T How many Children bas the Father of this Family ? Scratch the number. 


F 


heac puella, natu maxima, toes fcalpe?* it ſcratched 
thirteen, and right. Quo- haveo liberos tþ/e ?\ it ſeratch- 
ed three, and right. Quot annos abet hec puella natu 
mi ni ma ꝰð it ſcratched eig ut, and right. I thought it was 
wrong, as the father told me ſhe was paſt ſeven years old; 
but on examining the book where her age was wrote 
down, they found ſhe was paßt e:g/t years of age. &: 
maximus eſt Deus, ſexies ſcalpe ? t it ſcratched x. We 
aſked many other queſtions, and were anſwered right. 
At night I went with a great deal of company, but faw 
nothing; only Mr, —— pulled two pins out of Molly's 
ide, and we found ſhe had been ſcratched and cut very 
much, till the blood came. Iafſked in the morning, How 
many weeks it had power over the children? it ſcratched 
tAirty- eight. 

The gqth, I dined there with the Commiſſioners of the 
Turnpikes. Two gentlemen were accidentally holding 
Molly's hands, and a freſh cut came on one of her arms. 
She had above forty cuts on her arms, face and neck, 
with the blood dried on them, and very fore, They 
looked very bad, and were all about two inches and a 
halt long, and about the thickneſs of a ſhilling deep; the 
{in not jagged, but ſmooth, as if cut with a penknife 
At night I went with ——, but little happened. Molly 
ſaid ſhe was pricked in the ſide; Mr. , who was 
ſtanding alone by the bedſide, pulled one pin out of her 
tide. He examined her ſhift and bed, to ſee if any were 
there, and made her lie down with her hands out of bed ; 
and preſently ſhe cried out, ſhe was pricked in the ſame 
hide: Mr. —— turned back the clofths, and found a 
crooked pin in the ſame place, with many plaits of her 
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* How old is this eldeſt Girl? Scratch the number, 

| How many children have 17 

How old is this youngeſt Girl? Scratch the number: 
T !f Gov be Supreme, ſcratch fix times, 
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of wine, and rubbed ſome on the cuts, as they were ſore, 
but it made them worſe, and they did not heal ſo ſoon as 
if nothing had been applied to them. We bid Molly put 
her arms out of bed, and we put the petticoat on them to 
prevent, if poſſible, the cuts, but could not hinder it, 
As we looked on, ſhe cried out her arm was rubbed with 
naſty ſtuff; Mr. -—— took off the coat, and ſaw about a 
teacupful of ſpittle rubbed over her arm, all in a lather. 
We were certain ſhe could not put her hand to her mouth. 
Soon after ſhe ſaid, ſomewhat was waſhing her arm, It 
was out of bed, and her arm was again daubed over with 

ſpittle. 
Monday, the 8th of February, in the morning, I went 
with , and ſaw many cuts. We aſked many queſ- 
tions, which were anſwered right by ſcratches. We 
aſked how old Mr. ——'s eldeſt daughter was? it 
ſcratched thirteen. I aſked the mother next day, as I 
did not know her age, and found it a little above thir- 
teen, It ſcratched again, that it tormented her and ſix per- 
ſons more, four of them in Briſtol. Mr. — came then; 
I purpoſed aſking ſome Latin queſtions, which I thought 
would remove all ſuſpicion of a fraud, if it anſwered 
right: but I find all evidence inſufficient to convince ſome. 
We aſked as follows: S: e calo vents ter ſcalped no 
anſwer. Si ab inferno vens quater ſcalpe 9+ it ſcratched 
four. Si ſpiritus familiaris es, quinquies ſcalpe?}| it 
{cratched ve. We varied the number, that the children 
might not know what we aſked, Quot ſumus nunc in hoc 
cubiculo, toties ſcalpe % it ſcratched ſeven, which was 
right. Quot habet liberos, hujus familia pater, toties 
ſcalpe p it ſcratched eigit, and right. Quot annos habet 
hae 


* If thou comest from Heaven, {cratch three times? 

+ If thou comeſt from Hell, {catch four times ? 1 

If chou art a Familiar Spirit, ſcratch five times ? 

How many are we now in this. chamber? Scratch the number. 

t How many Children has the Father of this Family ? Scratch the number, 
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hec puella, natu maxima, toltes ſcalpe?* it ſcratched 
thirteen, and right. Quot habeo (tberos tþ/e ?\| it ſeratch- 
ed three, and right. Quot annos habet hac puella natu 
minima 9 it ſcratched eight, and right. I thought it was 
wrong, as the father told me ſhe was paſt ſeven years old; 
but on examining the book where her age was wrote 
down, they found ſhe was paſt ezghi years of age. Ci 
maximus eſt Deus, ſexies [calpe 9+ it ſcratched ix. We 
aſked many other queſtions, and were anſwered right. 
At night I went with a great deal of company, but ſaw 
nothing; only Mr. —— pulled two pins out of Molly's 
ſide, and we found ſhe had been ſcratched and cut very 
much, till the blood came. TI aſked in the morning, How 
many weeks it had power over the children? it ſcratched 
thirty. eight. 

The gth, I dined there with the Commiſſioners of the 
Turnpikes, Two gentlemen were accidentally holding 
Molly's hands, and a freſh cut came on one of her arms. 
She had above forty cuts on her arms, face and neck, 
with the blood dried on them, and very fore, They 
looked very bad, and were all about two inches and a 
halt long, and about the thickneſs of a {willing deep; the 
kin not jagged, but ſmooth, as if cut with a penknife. 
At night I went with ——, but little happened. Molly 
{aid ſhe was pricked in the ſide; Mr. ——, who was 
ſtanding alone by the bedſide, pulled one pin out of her 
fide. He examined her ſhift and bed, to ſee if any were 
there, and made her lie down with her hands out of bed ; 
and preſently ſhe cried out, ſhe was pricked | in the ſame 
fide: Mr. —— turned back the cloths, and found a 
crooked pin in the ſame place, with many plaits of her 
D2 ſhift 


* How old is this eldeſt Girl ? Scratch the number, 

| How many children have 1 ? | 

$ How old is this youngeſt Girl? Scratch the number. 
+ If Gov be Supreme, ſcratch fix times, 
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{hift worked on it, which he was ſure was not there when 
he took out the other. He then examined her ſhift and 
bed again, and made her lie down with her hands out of 
bed, and in a minute ſhe cried ſhe was pricked in the 
ſame place: he looked, and was aſtoniſhed to find a 
crooked pin in the ſame place as the laſt: we all looked 
on, and were certain there was no hand in the bed, nor 
any motion there, It would not anſwer Mr. — any 
queſtions, nor ſcratch ; but when he went out of the room 
it anſwered me two Latin queſtions, I cannot think why 
it will not ſcratch or anſwer queſtions to a ſtranger the 
firſt time, unleſs it intends thereby to throw a reflection 
on the family, as if they did it by artifice, I aſked, If it 
would anſwer me any queſtions in Greek or Latin, to 
ſcratch five? which it did; Or any other language? it 
anſwered, It would: but I did not then aſk any. This 
afternoon, two of Mr. Giles's porters offered to make 
oath, before the Commiſhoners of Turnpikes, met there 
on buſineſs, © That, at the beginning of the affair with the 
children, they had juſt unloaded a waggon of flour in 
Mr. Giles's yard; two ſacks only remained in the 
waggon; two men were in the waggon, and two 
below : they had fixed the drag-chain to prevent the 
waggon running down the hill, the horſes were taken 
out, and on a ſudden the waggon went up hill, about 
a yard and a half, as far as the chain would let it. The 
ſack of flour tell down on the ground, and the waggon 
rocked from ſide to {ide with as much violence as if 
the horſes were on full gallop. The two men in the 
vaggon were obliged to hold by the tilt, leſt they ſhould 
be thrown down; and the two below ſaw the motion, 
as it continued two or three minutes, ſo that they were 
certain of the fact; but as nothing then had happened 
very extraordinary to the children, neither Mr. Giles, 
% nor the family, did believe them.” 
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Wedneſday, the Rev. Mr. went and aſked many 
queſtions in Greek and Latin, and was anſwered right. 
At night I went with the Rev. Mr. -—-, and he was 
aſtoniſhed to hear queſtions in Greek and Latin anſwered 


right. We were willing to ſee if it would acknowledge 


the great truths of Religion. We aſked in Latin, Si 
Jeſus Chriftus, eſt Deus eternus, quater ſcalpe 9* it 
{cratched four, very loud. Si hos liberos protegit Dei 
angelus, quinquies ſcalpe 9 it ſcratched frve. We aſked 
in Latin, How many Satellres the planet Saturn had? it 
ſcratched thirteen, which was wrong; as Aſtronomers 
reckon but ve. -I have ſometimes aſked a queſtion and 
it would ſcratch forty or fifty times, and take no notice 
of my queſtion.—— lt was aſked in Greek, « yoiwros, Oer, 
XL! avDewmos t r, MVLYE MEVTXMS-|| It {ſcratched ſiue times very 
loud. Several other Greek and Latin queſtions were 
aſked, and anſwered right, which ſurpriſed us all. Mr. 
aſked in Latin, If it would anſwer to its true name. 
if he named it? it ſcratched it would. He then ſaid, 
Si nomen tuum Malchi eſt, ter ſcalpe®# which it did. 
About ſixty years ago, one Perks, of Mangotsfield, had 
a familiar ſpirit that was named Malchi, agreeable to the 
account written by the Rev. Mr, Bedford, late Miniiter 
of Temple pariſh, in this city. And as it had ſaid the 
woman lived at Mangotsfield, that did this miſchief, it 
made us ſuppoſe it might be the ſame. We aſked in 
Greet, How many were in the room? it an{wered right. 


[1 


If Chriſt be the eternal God, ſcratch four times. 

If an Angel of God protects theſe Children, ſcratch fue times. 

& The Witch may be 1ight for aught we know; for ſince Mr, Durbi:, 
wrote the above, Dr, Herſchel has diſcovered two other Satellites, 
and who can prove that the planet is not attended by fiv more ? 

If Chriſt be God and Man, ſcratch five times. 

+ If thy name be Malchi, ſcratch thrice, 


J See the Letter at the end of this Narrative. 
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It then ſtopped as the children fell aſleep, and ſeldom 
diſturbed them till five or ſix in the morning. 

Thurſday, ſome clergymen, and others, aſked many 
queſtions in Greek and Latin, and were anſwered right. 


In the morning, one of the gentlemen propoſed to it 


queſtions by u ene, and was anſwered. He then 
aſked ſeveral mental queſtions, without opening his 
lips, and was anſwered right. Mr. ——, before he came, 
thought of going to London on Monday; and to come 
back directly to Briſtol, without going to Oxford, or 
other places, as he used to do; being obliged to attend 
the Dean and Chapter on a certain day. He ſaid, If 


I am going out of town next week ſcratch four times; 


and it did. Now ſcratch /cven times, when I name the 
place to which I am going.” He named York, Canter- 
bury, Dover, Birmingham, and Taunton, where he uſed 
to go frequently, as his relations lived in thoſe parts; but 
no anſwer, till he named London, then it ſcratched /even. 
He then bid it“ ſcratch tree, when he named the place 
whither he intended to go from London.“ He then 
named Ox/ord, and thoſe places mentioned before ; but 


no anſwer, till he named Briſtol, and then it ſcratched 


three. He went the next week to London, and back di- 

rectly.— As the clock struck eleven, it ſpoke to Molly 
and faid, It is paſt eleven, you ſhall work till one o'clock 
and not be plagued.” It would often run the needles into 
her fingers, and pull the work from her, as I have ſeen. 
I ttaid with her, and ſhe was not tormented at all till the 
clock ſtruck one, and then in an inſtant ſhe had two cuts 
in her arm, from which the blood ſtarted. At night I 
went with the Rev. Mr. , and ſeveral others; when 
they came firſt into the room, as Molly lay down, ſhe 
could not ſee Mr. „but ſhe ſtarted and ſaid that it 
ſpoke to her, and ſaid, There is a man in the Caſtle who 
comes to hear ſomewhat to. night, but he ſfiant:“ as Mr, 
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— and Mr. both lived in the Caſtle, we could not 
tell which it was. Mr. B. aſked in Latin, If Mr. B. 
offended it?“ and it anſwered, No. If Mr. D. offends 
thee ſcratch five?” which it did very diſtinctly, and he 
went out of the room, We then aſked a great many 
queſtions in Greek and Latin, and were anſwered right. 
I was willing to aſk it ſome mental! queſtions, therefore 
deſired them to ſtop till I had done. I aſked in thought, 
without moving my lips, © How many children has Mr. 
Giles?“ it ſcratched diſtinctly ezgkt, which is right. 
How many children has Mr. ?” it ſcratched four, 
which is right. I afked again in thought, It —— is a 
witch, ſcratch three times ?” it ſcratched thrice, very 
diſtinftly, I aſked this queſtion ſome days ago, in Eng- 
liſu and Latin, but it ſcratched quick, as if in a paſſion: 
yet it anſwered it now in thought, I aſked another men- 
7al queſtion, © How old is Mr, _—'s eldeſt daughter ?“ 
it ſcratched diſtinctly thrrteen, which is right. I then 
turned my face towards the wall, that none might ſee my 
face, and ſaid in thought, How many children have I?” 
it ſcratched diſtinctly tree, which is right: How many 
children has Mr. — “ it ſcratched four, which I found 
to be true, by aſking him the next day. It anſwered 
ſeveral other mental queſtions, which ſurpriſed me much. 
It is worthy of remark, that the children are not tor- 
mented while we aſk queſtions. I ſtopped a little to talk 
with Molly, and ſaw a dab of ſpittle fall on her 
forehead ; it was ſmoaking, as if juſt ſpit out of the 
mouth, and ran down her face, Who can account for 
thefe things on any natural principle ? 
Sunday the 14th, I called, and faw a great many 
crooked pins taken out of her boſom that were ſtuck in 
her belly.—Monday afternoon, I went with ——, and 
called on Mr, ; we found all the pins had been taken 


out of her clothes and crooked, and ſtuck in her ſkin ; 
*＋ | and 


& ( 32 ) 
and as I had many reflections thrown on me in the public 
papers, I was determined to try an experiment, in order 
to have a certain Fact to convince the World, if poſſible. 
I made Molly ſit down in a chair in the middle of the 
parlour : I took a large pin, and marked it at the top 
with a pair of ſciſſars, I put her hands acroſs, and bid her 
not move. I deſired the above Gentlemen to watch her 
narrowly ; none were in the room beſides ourſelves ; I 
then put the marked pin in her pincuſhion in which the 
other pin was; I put the pincuſhion that hung at her ſide 
into her pocket hole, and pulled her clothes over it. As 
I moved one hand (my watch being in the other to ſee 
the time), ſhe cried out ſhe felt ſomewhat at her pincuſh- 
ion, and directly was pricked in the neck (her hands 
being ſtill acroſs). The identical pin that I marked, was 
run through the neck of her ſhift, and ſtuck in her ſkin, 
crooked very curiouſly. It was not a minute from the 
time I put the pin in, to her being pricked in the neck : 
thoſe two Gentlemen were witneſſes of the Fatt. We 
then marked four other pins, and I put them 1n her pin- 
cuſhion ſingly, as before ; andall of them were crooked, 
and ſtuck in her neck. I examined the pincuſhion (after 
we took every pin out of her neck) and found the pins 
gone from the pincuſliion, ſome of them were crooked in 
half a minute, in ſuch a manner as no human hands could 
do in che time. | 

Tueſday the 16th, I went with Me heard it 
queak five times as ſoon as we got in the room. As it 
ſeemed to be very free, we were afraid the children would 
have a bad night, Mr. went to prayers with them. 
After the children were in bed, I aſked in thought, If 
Jeſus Chriſt would come to judge theWorld ? and before 
I had gone half through, it ſcratched as if in a paſſion, Mr. 
aſked in thought, How many children Mr. B. 


had ? (a clergyman at Malmſbury), it ſcratched four and 
right. 
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right. Mr. alſo” aſked many queſtions in thought. 
We aſked if it was permitted to ſpeak to us by voice? 
It ſcratched No. It then ſaid in Molly's ear: Mr. #*###+ 
is the man that has employed the Witch, . do you as 
I bid you. — Move to ſeveral places—Briſtol will not 
do Seven miles out firſt—don't ſtay long in a place 
„ my charm will be more powerful than ever.—The 
„Children will not be able to live long, if you ſtay too 
long in a place, except the laſt place. The youngeſt 
« muſt go with her ſiſter, elſe ſhe will not be able to 
live. Take your ſiſter.” — Theſe were ſpoken in ſe— 
parate ſentences, and we aſked by ſcratches to check 
Molly, to ſee if ſhe ſpoke true, and found all right. Dob- 
by ſaid, it then told her, that if ſhe did not go along 
with Molly ſhe could not live. This was the only time 
it ſpoke to Dobby. 

It then ſaid to Molly; “ Your ſiſter miſtakes; it is 
„you that will not live long, I ſhall afflict you inwardly 
next, if Dobby do not go with you. Attend to what 
** I ſhall ſay next.” (We waited about a minute before it 
ſpoke.) If your ſiſter is not with you, in two days 
** after you are there (at Mr, —'s) you will be in ſuch 
* a violent rack of pain, that you ſhall not live to ſee 
© your Friends.” 

It ſaid at the beginning of this diſcovery, that they 
muſt ſtay but two weeks at Mr. 's, where they mult 
go firſt. We aſked where they muſt go next ? It an- 
ſwered, ** Where you will, ſo that it is not in Briſtol : 
** four miles out; two weeks at a place.” We aſked 
how many places after Mr. —'s? It ſaid, © ezgAt ; they 
might ſtay twelve weeks at the laſt place three miles 
* out will do if you let them {tay more than a fortnight, 
«there is no doubt but ſome will loſe their lives. Now I 
„will talk ny language: (This was unintelligible Gib- 
* beriſh.) I ſhall go and tell you when to go from Mr. —'s, 
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I was perſuaded not tell all this; but I would: — the 
„children will not suffer unless you stay over the fort- 
** night—be ſure and do that about Dobby's going over, 
„ in two days.“ Mr. had before made an offer of 
taking one of the children to his houſe, but had told Mr. 
Giles he did not chuſe to take any but Molly. We 
were at a loss therefore about sending Dobby over, and 
were afraid of omitting it. I ſaid, if Mr, -—— would 
alter his mind, and take both children, ſcratch. three 
times: Which it did. I aſked it to name the witch to the 
child. It ſaid, © Emme, Emme, but Molly faid, ſhe 
could not well underſtand it, I bid it ſpeak plain, but it 
ſaid the ſame again. It was not willing to impeach its 
miſtreſs —Mr. was going to aſk a queſtion. It ſaid 
to Molly © Hold your tongue,” (The queſtion did no 
relate to the children) It ſaid, Make haste and aſk ; 
my time is short, I have but a few minutes: and about 
twelve ſtopped entirely for that night, 

The 19th in the morning, about nine o'clock, Dobby 
was in the kitchen with the porters and others. On a 
itudden ſhe diſappeared, as they all told me. They 
thought ſhe might be gone backwards, but they could 
not fee her. They ſearched ſome time, and went up 
{tairs, but ſhe was not under the ſame bed ſhe uſed to be 
carried to; they were much diſtreſſed, but at laſt found 
her under her father's bed. I came in ſoon after. Dobby 
iaid, The woman appeared dreſſed as uſual, with. a 
dirty chip hat, and a brown ragged gown,—She Was 
of a middle ſize, and had a arp noſe: ſhe put her hant 
before my mouth, and then carried me up, and ſaid to 
me, dont be afraid little maid, I wont hurt you, but 
only undreſs you, to ſee where I did hurt you. She 
then took off all ny cloaths and ſtays, except my under 
++ petticoat, and then they came in and found me.“ 
About noon, it whiſpered to Molly, that it wanted to 
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ſpeak with her up ſtairs : ſhe went up with Mr. —--, 
it ſaid to Molly, One mile out of town will do. I 
„vill come and tell your father, w/o has employed me: 
K „that has employed me. If you are apart, 
I] can affect you both inwardly, with the ſame power 
* at the ſame inſtant. You ſhall not be affected at the 
e first three places, unleſs you ſtay over the fortnight. 
If your father do pleaſe me, I will let you know at 
« Mr. 's; then I will let your father know ſome 
« ſecrets, not about the children, but other ſecrets, I was 
“ perſuaded not to tell this, but I would tell. If your 
* father do not move you ſoon, it will be worſe for your 
father, and I will ſerve him the ſame, that I have 
„this week about the waggons.” All this it ſpoke in 
Molly's ear. I was talking with Mr. Giles about ſend- 
ing the children to Mr. 's; Mrs. Giles ſaid, She 
thought Dobby might tell lies, in order to go over with 
her ſiſter to Mr, 's (when Dobby ſaid it ſpoke in her 
ear, that ſhe muſt go with her ſiſter) though we checked 
moſt of the ſentences that the children ſpoke, by aſking 
by ſcratches, for fear they ſhould not ſpeak truth, It 
ſaid again to Molly, © that it wanted to ſpeak with her 
up ſtairs.” As ſhe was afraid to go, I went with her; 
ſhe fat down by me a few minutes, and it ſtruck her head 
againſt the wall, and ſaid, ah! what are you come?“ 
J find your ſiſter tells lies, I'll puniſh her for it.“ 
Molly ſaid to me, ſhe did not underſtand what it meant 
by ſaying ſo: it anſwered, ©& Yes, yes, 'tis your ſiſter 
Dobby that your mother ſays tells lies, and I'll puniſh 
6 her for it. Well I have got nothing more to ſay to 
vou now, but I'Il fetch you up by and bye for all this.“ 
They then locked Molly in the parlour with two per- 
ſons, till near bedtime, to prevent, as they thought, her 
being carried off at night. I went again, and found there 
Meſſrs. ——, The children had been pulled out of bed 
Ty 15 1 ſeveral 
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ſeveral times, as it were by the neck, in their fight. The 
children lay on their back, and I ſaw very ſtrong gen- 
tlemen hold each child under their arms as they lay on 
their back : they ſoon cried out they were pulled by 
their legs. Major D held Molly with all his might, 
and put his knee againſt the bedſtead, but cried he could 
not hold her, the force was ſo great, that he thought three 
hundred weight pulled againſt him. They were both 
pulled to the foot of the bed, and the Major fell on the 
bed. The children then were pulled up again, and the 
Major for a certain experiment, (for he did not believe 
there was any thing preternatural in the affair) tried again 
above ten times, I ſaw the children as often pulled io 
the bed's foot, and both the Major and the other gentle- 
men pulled after them, though they held them with all 
their irength, the children crying with the pain. They 
felt hands pull them by their legs, and I ſaw the black and 
blue marks on the ſmall of their legs, as if hands had 
done it. 1 held Dobby myſelf under the arms, as ſhe 
lay on her back, but I found my ſtrength nothing to the 
force that pulted againſt me, and ſhe was pulled to the 
bed's foot, and then it ſtopped. This ſo confounded the 
Major, that he could not help curſing it, and as we had 
obſerved, if any one curfed or called it names, it was 
worſe, and they fuffered for it. The Major took a can- 
dle to look under the bed, to ſee if he could find out any 
trick, and he ſaid he felt three or four fingers catch hold 
of his wriſt, and pinch him fo hard that the prints were 
very viſible, and grew black next day, and were ſore for 
ſome time, He was nom very certain, no viſible power 
did it, and was fully convinced that the whole was pre. 
ternatural. I flayed till midnight, and left them there; 
but after 1 was gone, the Major told me it was quite 
ſhocking, pulling the children out of bed, and he faw 
them dragged about the room, as it were by the neck, 
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though he ſaw nothing that did it: the children crying 
out much afterwards, He marked ſeveral pins, and put 
them at the other end of the room, and as he ſat on the 
bed, the pins he had marked were thrown into his hand, 
though none were preſent but Mr. and himſelf, and 
the children in bed, He marked a great many pins, which 
were returned by the inviſible agent in the ſame manner, 
which he carried up to London, and ſhewed them at 
Court to many Biſhops and Noblemen. About two in 
the morning, it afted fo violently, that the Major called 
the coachman and footman, but all their united endea- 
vours could not keep the children in bed, They were 
obliged to put on the children's cloathes, and carry them 
down ſtairs, though with difficulty, as thoſe who carried 
them were violently joſtled. In the kitchen, the children 
were pulled towards the ceiling with ſuch force, that they 
were all tired with bolding them, though above a dozen 
were there. When they held their arms and legs, then 
their bodies and necks were pulled ſo that all were aſto- 
niſhed. Four ſtout men could ſcarcely hold one child 
from being pulled away; and ſometimes they ſeemed 
ſuſpended in the air. About three in the morning, it 
ſpoke to Molly, and deſired her to go into the pantry. 
One of them went with her, and it told her if Dobby was 
carried out in the yard, they ſhould be quiet that night; 
and ſhe was carried out, but pulled much there. It told 
Molly that it had tormented them ſo much that night to 
convince the father and mother that Dobby did not tel! 
lies, when ſhe ſaid that it ſpoke to her that ſhe muſt go 
over with her ſiſter to Mr. 's: then, Molly in the 
houſe, and Dobby in the yard, were both delivered at 
the ſame inſtant, (as the Major and — told me) for 
that night, though they did not ſee each other till ſhe 
came into the houſe, and both walked about quite well, 
and both went to bed without any diſturbance, till next 
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day: they were all fully convinced that nothing but a pre- 
ternatural power could pull with that force againſt ſo 
many. 

Saturday the aoth, in the ben I went and found 
| they had been tormented all day, as usual, by bites and 
cuts. I went up as ſoon as they were in bed, They 
were pulled almoſt out of bed, I held Dobby, but the 
power pulling againſt me was ſo great, that I could not 
heave her, nor hold her. They were both pulled as it 
were by the feet and legs out of the bed; ſeveral of us 
tried to hold them under their arms, but we could not, 
though two at a time tried, they would cry out, and ſaid, 
that they felt hands pull them by the legs; we ſearched 
under the bed, and in the bed, but could never ſee any 
thing. As the Major could not come to-night, he ſent 
his butler (who was there laſt night) to ſee how they were. 
He went up ſtairs, and as he entered the room, (they 
were at the other ſide) ſomething took off his hat, and 
flung it with violence, in ſight of ſeveral, to the other 
end of the room, under the bed. He looked round, 
thinking ſomebody behind the door did it, but was aſto- 
niſhed as he told me, to find no one there; and before 
he had time to take up his hat, the children were pulled 
out of bed ſo funouſly, and tormented various ways, that 
it was more than an hour before he got his hat again. As 
the man that drove the waggon on Wedneſday to Bath 
was come home, I inquired about the waggon being ſtop- 
ped at Kel/on Hill, four miles on this fide Bath. He ſaid, 
* the horſes trembled much, the chains broke off as they 
ſtood ſtill, without any force. There were ſeven horſes, five 
of them were broken off; it was dark, and they galloped 
away with great fury, and four of them came ſafe to the 
ſtables, at Bath ; about a yard of chain was broken quite 
off, and fell to the ground, which he intended to look 
tor when it was light. The perſon that put the horſes in 
the 
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the ſtable at Bath, ſaid, that the chains were put acroſs 
the horſes, and the yard of chain hung on, and none was 
loſt when they came there, though they came ſo faſt, 
When it was day-light, they found the other horſe ſtand- 
Ing quiet by a gate, not far from the waggon. They 
could not think how he came there, as they looked there 
before. It was ſixteen hours before the waggon got to 
Bath, which ought to be in London in three days.” The 
firſt week Mr. Giles ſet up the flying Waggons for London 
theſe troubles began. This night, the 2oth, after I went 
away, they were both pulled out of bed ſo often, that they 
were obliged to carry them into the next houſe, though 
they were pulled with great violence, as they were car- 
rying them through the yard. They ſlept at this houſe 
without diſturbance. 

Sunday the 21ſt, I went at five in the evening to this 
neighbour's houſe : they ſeemed as if they had loſt their 
tenſes, but cried out they were pulled—their legs and 
arms were pulled with ſuch great violence, that three of 
us could ſcarcely hold one of them from being pulled up 
to the ceiling. I ſweated much by holding only one arm. 
Lam ſure it was as ſtrong as if ſhe had been pulled up- 
wards by a rope : yet there was no ſign of any convulſive 
fit, nor any contractions of the mouth or hands. I ob- 
ſerved they were pulled by turns, and not both at once, 
K hey would lie on a perſon's lap with their hands and 
ſeet trembling in an uncommon manner, while one would 
be pulled fo, that ſcarcely three men could hold her from 
being drawn up to the ceiling, the child crying out in a 
very pitiful manner, All this time, the other would lic 
in a ſenſeleſs tate, trembling with hands and ſeet : and 
thus they were ſerved by turns for an hour together. A 
perſon propoſed relieving them by caſting their urine 
into the fire, They had a great difficulty to make any, 
even at intervals ; as their bodies would be ſtretched out 
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ſo very ſtiff, that the woman could not bend her legs for 
ſome time ; at laſt they threw the water of one of them 
into the fire and burnt it ; as ſoon as it burned clear, that 
child was as well as if nothing had happened. They did 
the ſame with the other's water, and ſhe recovered in the 
ſame manner. But it returned in three hours as bad as 
before, Mrs. , at bedtime, had great difficulty to 
keep them in bed, they were ſo violently pulled. Mrs. 
in a hurry, called it ſome name. I begged ſhe 
would not, leſt it ſhould have any power over her. She 
then beat it at the bed's foot, to prevent its hurting the 
children. It generally ſqueaked when beat, like a cat or 
rat. Mr, ——'s daughter, about eighteen, and fon about 
fourteen, were ſtanding by the bedſide, they cried out 
they ſaw ſomething lie between the children's heads of a 
ſhining colour, about the ſize of a cat, with a broad back, 
but could not ſee any head, feet or tail; as it ſeemed in a 
heap. Mrs. then ſaw it, and went to the bed's head, 
and ſtruck at it with her hand. She ſaid it felt very ſoft 


_ and vaniſhed, but ſomewhat at the ſame inſtant pinched a 


bit of fleſh out of her arm, that the blood ran down. I 
{aw the wound: it was as big as a ſmall pea, bled a little 
next day, and the mark continued ſome months. It was 
as furious this night afterwards, as when they lay at Mr. 
Giles's, and while Mrs, ——— was holding the child's arms, 
ſhe thought ſhe felt ſomething ſitting on her own breaſt, 
(being full breaſted) but did not ſee any thing, nor feel 
any pain; but when ſhe went away, and pulled off her 
handkerchief, ſhe found both her breaſts pinched to that 
degree, with ſeveral hundred marks of fingers, that ſome 
women who examined 1t next day, ſaid, They never ſaw 
any thing ſo pinched. It was as black as a hat, and the 
marks continued black ſome months ; whereas when the 
children were pinched, or bitten, the blackneſs did not 
continue above a day or two. 
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Monday, Feb. 22, I went to Mr. ——'s in the morn- 
ing, where they ſlept. As ſoon as they ſat. down to 
breakfaſt, they * cried out. Their legs, I ſaw were 
pinched under the chair, that they fell down, and were 
dragged about the room. Three or four of us carried 
them up ſtairs, where they were tormented dreadfully. 
One of them ſeemed to loſe her ſenſes, and her hands and 
feet moved both at the fame time, as if paralytic, for two 
or three minutes together: and the other child's arms and 
legs were pulled, as if ropes had been tied to them, She 
_ cried out, till ſhe became ſenſeleſs, and ſhook like a per- 

fon in the palſy. Each was uſed by turns in the ſame 
manner. They were brought ſo low by theſe torments, 
that I was afraid they would fink under them. Their 
bodies wegld. become at times: ſo rigid, that none could 
bend them. We were at laſt obliged to move them over 
the way to Mr. ——'s, their torments being very great: 
here they were a little eaſter, but they were greatly ex- 
hauſted by their late exerciſes. At ten o'clock, Molly 
was ſent in a poſt-chaiſe over to Mr. — s; they were 
both very quiet for à fortnight, Dobby had lain that 
night at a houſe in the Old Market, and was bitten in the 
arm; and a chair was thrown down. As it faid it would 
torment them any where in Briſtol ; and we heard Mr. 
—— did not chuſe to take Dobby. I then thought it did 
not ſcraich right, when it ſaid he would take both chil- 
dren; but the next morning he ſent word he one. take 
unt and ſhe went over. | 

| Wedneſday the 24ths the Bina wo waggon ſet out or 

Ladd Mr, Giles ſent two men with it, as he was, 


Afraid they might play tricks to perplex him, and like- 
wiſe for a ſure proof, if any thing ſhould happen to the 
waggon. I heard the man ſay, that at the bottom of 
Kelfon Hill, near Bath, the chain broke off on a ſudden, 
and it was tied up preſently, in four or five knots, and 
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ſo very ſtiff, that the woman could not bend her legs for 
ſome time ; at laſt they threw the water of one of them 
into the fire and burnt it ; as ſoon as it burned clear, that 
child was as well as if nothing had happened. They did 
the ſame with the other's water, and ſhe recovered in the 
ſame manner. But it returned in three hours as bad as 
before, Mrs. , at bedtime, had great difficulty to 
keep them in bed, they were ſo violently pulled. Mrs. 
in a hurry, called it ſome name. I begged ſhe 
would not, leſt it ſhould have any power over her. She 
then beat it at the bed's foot, to prevent its hurting the 
children, It generally ſqueaked when beat, like a cat or 
rat. Mr, ——'s daughter, about eighteen, and ſon about 
fourteen, were ſtanding by the bedſide, they cried out 
they ſaw ſomething lie between the children's heads of a 
ſhining colour, about the ſize of a cat, with a broad back, 
but could not ſee any head, feet or tail; as it ſeemed in a 
heap. Mrs. — then ſaw it, and went to the bed's head, 
and ſtruck at it with her hand. She ſaid it felt very ſoft 
ad vaniſhed, but ſomewhat at the ſame inſtant pinched a 
bit of fleſh out of her arm, that the blood ran down. I 
{aw the wound: it was as big as a ſmall pea, bled a little 
next day, and the mark continued ſome months. It was 
as furious this night afterwards, as when they lay at Mr. 
Giles's, and while Mrs, —— was holding the child's arms, 
ſhe thought ſhe felt ſomething ſitting on her own breaſt, 
(being full breaſted) but did not ſee any thing, nor feel 
any pain; but when ſhe went away, and pulled off her 
handkerchief, ſhe found both her breaſts pinched to that 
degree, with ſeveral hundred marks of fingers, that ſome 
women who examined uit next day, ſaid, They never ſaw 
any thing ſo pinched. It was as black as a hat, and the 
marks continued black ſome months ; whereas when the 
children were pinched, or bitten, the blackneſs did not 
continue above a day or two. 
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Monday, Feb. 22, I went to Mr. ——'s in the morn- 
ing, where they ſlept. As ſoon as they ſat down to 
breakfaſt, they cried out. Their legs, I ſaw were 
pinched under the chair, that they fell down, and were 
dragged: about the room. Three or four of us carried 
them. up ſtairs, where they were tormented dreadfully. 
One of them ſeemed to loſe her ſenſes, and her hands and 
feet moved both at the ſame time, as if paralytic, for two 
or three minutes together : and the other child's arms and 
legs were pulled, as if ropes had been tied to them, She 
cried out, till ſhe became ſenſeleſs, and ſhook like a per- 
fon in the pally. Each was uſed by turns in the ſame 
manner. They were brought ſo low by theſe torments, 
that I was afraid they would fink under them. Their 
bodies would become at times fo rigid, that none could 
bend them. We were at laſt obliged to move them over 
the way to Mr. ——'s, their torments being very great: 
here they were a little eaſter, but they were greatly ex- 
hauſted by their late exerciſes. At ten o'clock, Molly 
was ſent in a poſt-chaiſe over to Mr. s; they were 
both very quiet for à fortnight. Dobby had lain that 
night at a houſe in the Old Market, and was bitten in the 
arm; and a chair was thrown down. As it faid it would 
torment them any where in Briſtol ; and we heard Mr. 
did not chuſe to take Dobby. I then thought it did 
not ſcratch right, when it ſaid he would take both chil- 
dren; but the next morning he ſent word he would take 
Dobby, and ſhe went over. | 
Wedneſday the 24th, the flying waggon ſet out tor 
London. Mr, Giles ſent two men with it, as he was, 
afraid they might play tricks to perplex him, and like- 
wiſe for a ſure proof, if any thing ſhould happen to the 
waggon. I heard the man ſay, that at the bottom of 
Kelfon Hill, near Bath, the chain broke off on a ſudden, 
and it was tied up preſently, in four or five knots, and 
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the whole chain tied in a bow knot, as completely as one 
could a piece of twine. They were a long time trying to 
beat out the knots, and at laſt broke the links of the 
chain. This was the ſame place where the waggon 
ſtopped before. Eight or nine paſſengers were-obliged to 
walk to Bath. | 

Saturday the 27th, at the ſame place, as the flying 
waggon was going to Bath, the ſame horſe that the chain 
belonged to, when it was tied up in knots, broke off 
another chain, and the horſe ſtarted out to the hedge, 
and ſtood trembling as if he had the ſtaggers. The men 
ſaid they did not much regard that horſe, but endea- 
voured to whip up the others from what they thought the 
enchanted place; and when they got to the top of the 
hill, the horſe that was affected, came galloping after, 
neighing, and was joined to the others quite well. 

Hearing that the child had been troubled at Mr. 
's, I was invited over there ; and Dobby told me, that 
Tueſday, March 8, ſhe was taken out of bed while 
aſleep, and did not wake till ſhe was on the ſtairs in the 
woman's arms who uſed to take her away. She was dreſſ- 
ed as uſual. She remembered ſhe ſtruggled, but could not 
cry out, She carried her up ſtairs, and threw her under 
the bed, and lay on her that ſhe could not cry out. Mr. 
and Mrs. thought they heard her go up ſtairs ; but 
as none went to detett her, and ſhe was found under the 
ded, without ſhoe or ſtocking on, it is no proof againſt 
her. They were pulled afterwards backwards and for- 
wards along the room. Their feet went forward till they 
came to the fire, and ans er them, leaſt they ſhould. 
be burned, | | 

April the 2d, they came away. Dobby came 1 
and Molly was ſent to a houie in Kingſwood. 

The 234d, Molly came home, and was quiet till the 
26th, when, being in bed, ſhe cried out, there was 

ſome- 
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ſomewhat like a mouſe running round her neck. Soor: 
after ſhe had pins run into her ſide, and was bitten on 
her arm, and pulled down in the bed. Next morning 
a pewter diſh was flung at her, and fhe was bitten again. 
The chamber-pot rolled round the room, when at their 
prayers ; and at breakfaſt the tea thrown about, as uſual, 
J went at noon, and ſaw her at work about ſome catgut. 
As I looked on her ſhe cried ſhe was cut on her arm. I 
ſaw a freſh cut about two inches long, and two or three 
ſmall drops of blood ſtarting out. I examined the cut 
and opened it, and it ſeemed to be cut with a penknife or 
razor: there was, no jagged ſkin, as if done with a pin 
or a needle ; ſhe went to work again, and as I fat by her, 
ſhe cried ſhe was cut again, I ſaw it was within a quarter 
of an inch of the other cut, and am certain it was not 
there when I examined the firſt, Blood ſtarted from this 
alſo: they told me, three chairs were thrown down this 
morning while ſeveral were preſent. At night I went 
with the Rev. Meſſrs. . Weſaw the drink thrown 
in Molly's face when ſhe attempted to drink, I put my 
hand to her elbow, and her head was daſhed into the cup. 
If I touched her head and elbow, ſhe could drink very 
well. When they went up to bed, we heard the pots 
rolling over head; I went up, Molly lay in the outer 
room, Dobby in the inner. The maid told me, both 
pots were thrown into the midſt of the room at the ſame 
time, where I ſaw them, I went into Dobby's room, andi 
ſaw the pot in the middle, and directly faw it move back- 
wards and forwards ſeveral times. No one was within 
ſix feet of it. The child was in bed, the maid ſtanding 
by the child much frightened. Whea the pot had done 
moving, I aſked the maid, (who was but lately come to 
the place) if ſhe knew who flang the pot about. She 
laid the thought ſomebody under the bed did it, but was 
afraid to look, We then looked under the bed ant 
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about, but could ſee nothing that could poſhbly do it, 
Indeed I ſtood ſtill while it was moving, fo I am certain 
nothing viſible did it; but for greater proof, after it ſtood 
fill, 1 kneeled down, and put my hand round the out- 
fide of the pot, to feel if any wires or hairs were tied to 
it, but found none. 1 þid the maid take the pot up, but 
ſhe ſaid ſhe did not care to touch it, I then turned my 
back to go into Molly's room, and direttly heard a vio- 
lent blow break it all to pieces. I returned, and ſaw the 
pot in the ſame place I left it, broken to pieces, and the 
maid fitting on the bed much frightened, As ſhe was at 
ſuch a diſtance from the pot, I think it impoſlible for her 
to have done it, by any means. Soon after, as I turned 
to go down out of Molly's room, the pot that was flung 
into the middle of Molly's room, was broken in the ſame 
manner. By the pieces it ſeemed as if a large block had 
been thrown on the pots, and ſo cruſhed them. The maid 
was quite angry, as ſhe ſaid ſhe was obliged to buy all the 
pots, being chamber-maid. Afterwards Molly cried ſhe 
was pulled out of bed by the neck, and thrown on the 
ground, but her father ran to her, and took her up, and 
put her in again. Dobby had a cut in her arm and ſeve- 
ral pins ſtuck in her belly. 

Wedneſday the 28th, Molly went to a friend's at 
Kingſweſton, as ſhe could not ſtay at home, being ſo 
variouſly tormented, At night I went up after Dobby 
was in bed: fhe cried ſhe was pinched in her ſide, I 
looked and ſaw two crooked pins, with many plaits of her 
lift on them, ſtuck in her ſide. I took them out, and 
bid her lie down with her hands out of bed, and in leſs 
than a minute ſhe was pricked in the ſame place. 1 
looked, and there were two more pins, crooked very cu- 
riouſly, with plaits of her ſhift wrought on them, and 
fuck in the {ame place. I had ſome difficulty to get them 
out of her ſhift, I am certain they were not there when 
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I'took out the firſt, I aſked a queſtion in Greek and Latin, 
and was anſwered right. It continued ſcratching and 
knocking many days after Molly was gone, and many 
crooked pins were thrown into Dobby's boſom, but 
Dobby had no bites or cuts at this time. It ſaid, it 
wanted to diſcover ſome ſecrets to Mr. Giles, but it did 
not. It ſaid it would ſpeak to Mr, Giles on Wedneſday, 
May 5, at five o'clock. He waited in his counter, but it 
did not come, It would anſwer any one that whiſtled a 
tune, by whiſtling the ſame. I have heard it ſcratch va- 
r10us tunes very correctly. Alſo when the children's hands 
have been out of bed, I have heard it ſlap hands in bed 
as loud as a man, ſeveral times. Sometimes I have heard 
it pant like a buli-dog under the bed, yet I could never 
ſee any thing there. Sometimes the room was filled with 
an inſufferable ſmell, like putrified blood, &c. from a 
ſhambles. I have ſmelt it ſeveral times. Mr. 's 
ſiſter, who came out of the country, was ſtanding by the 
bedſide, while the children were tormented ; ſhe called it 
ſome name, and foon after felt a hand and fingers pinch 
her arm very hard, which left a mark as large as a crown- 
piece, black and blae, 

Friday, May 7, Molly came home from Kingſweſton, 
(where ſhe was not at all tormented, though ſhe ſtayed. 
near ſx weeks), She went up to fetch an apron, and 
preſently a prayer-book that was in the window was 
thrown at her with violence, She ran down, and did 
not lie there that night. Next morning her tea was 
thrown about, as uſual, and ſome other little things hap- 
pened. Mrs, Elmes ſaid a tea-cup ſeemed to jump from 
the ſaucer upright above half a foot, as it ſtood on the 
table, and fell down and broke to pieces, She had juſt 
before ſaid, It is a mercy it has broken none of my china 
yet—and then this happened. Mr. Giles was determined 
10 ſend Molly to Swanſea till the year ſhould be nearly 
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out, during which it ſaid it would continue to torment 
her. Mr. Giles packed a ſhift, &c. ina box with a lock, 
in order to go with Capt. — tO Swanſea, with whom 
Molly was going. She put all her money, conſiſting of 
ſeveral ſhillings and ſixpences, into a Pontypool fnuff-hox, 
mat faſtened very tight. She put this in the top of the 
box upon her cloaths, in the preſence of her mother, and 
locked it, and put the key in her pocket. One of their 
porters took up the box to carry it on board. He told 
me, that at the upper end of Cafile-ftreet he reſted it on 
a bulk, and was ſurpriſed to ſee a thilling and two ſix- 
pences {liding out of a crack in the bottom of the box, as 
if puſhed out. He then puſhed them in again at the fame 
crack, and ſtopped it with paper. When he came to the 
boat, he told Mr. Giles and the others of it. Molly then 
unlocked the box before them, and found the inuf}. box 
faſt ſhut at the top, where ihe had placed it. Capt. - — 
took it up, and by ſhaking it found that. money was in it, 
but on opening it Molly ſaid fix ſhillings were wanting, 
four of which they found ſingly, placed in the middle of 
her ſhift, caps, &c. the other two were found at the bot- 
tom, which the man puſhed in. After Molly was gone 
to Wales, Dobby was neither bit nor cut; only ſome 
crooked pins were run into her ſkin; and ſome thrown 
into her boſom, and it continued ſcratching at nights, 
Wedneſday, May 12, Mr. Giles was a little out of 
order, He told me he had been to Bath in his one-horſe- 
chair, and coming home, near the place where his wag- 
gon uſed to be affected, the leather broke belonging to 
his horſe, He got out of the chair to mend it, and went 
round the wheels of it, but ſaw nobody. Aſter it was 
mended, he faw ſtanding ſtill by the wheel, a woman 
dreſſed in a cloak. He looked at her. She ſaid nothing, 
but ſtood flill, He then thought it was the woman that 
troubled his family, and that ſaid, She wanted to ſpeak 
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with him ; but as ſhe did not ſpeak, his heart failed him, 
ſo that he got up into his chair, and did not ſpeak. He 
drove on alittle, and then looked back, but ſhe was gone. 
This happened before night. 

Thurſday the 13th, I went to ſee him, and ſound him 
feveriſh and ſick. (That day Dobby had nothing done 
to her by pins, nor by any thing elſe, nor indeed for two 
months after her father's death). I went that afternoon 
to Mr. 's, a {mith, in Gloceſterſhire. (He had been 
troubled for two months paſt, with two different voices 
in the Kingswood language, threatening to do him a miſ- 
chief. His neighbours thought him diſordered in mind, 
but he always talked very ſenſibly to me, and related a 
variety of odd circumſtances. The voice foretold him 
many things concerning himſelf'. He told me, that Jalt 
night he, was troubled again with the voices, and that 
amongſt other things, he was told, that they ſhould have 
but little more power at the Lamb, (meaning Giles's“ over 
the little ones; but they ſhould get power over the old 
one there, the father. They ſeemed to diſpute together 
about it, and at laſt ſeemed pleaſed that they ſhould have 
power over Giles himſelf: and laid ſomething elſe about 
him, but he could not underſtand them. He told me he 
was troubled for him, though he had no acquaintance with 
the family. I did not tell him Mr. Giles was ill, leſt he 
{ſhould tell ſome of Mr. Giles's family of it, I called go- 
ing home, and found Mr. Giles poorly. As J was talk- 
ing to him, he vomited a quart or two of liquid on the 
floor before me, I adviſed to fend for a phy ſician, which 
he did the next day. 

Friday the 14th, he was bled. His blood was much 
inflamed. Saturday he thought he ſhould die, and was 
earneſt in prayer ta God. Sunday the doctor had but lit- 
tle hopes, as his diſorder ſeemed a little uncommon. He 
ſettled his affairs, was very ſenſible, and willing to die. 

Sunday 


(40 -;) 


out, during which it ſaid it would continue to torment 
her. Mr. Giles packed a ſhift, &c. ina box with a lock, 
in order to go with Capt. — to Swanſea, with whom 
Molly was going. She put all her money, conliſting of 
ſeveral ſhillings and fixpences, into a Pontypool fnuff-hox, 
mat faſtened very tight. She put this in the top of the 
box upon her cloaths, in the preſence of her mother, and 
locked it, and put the key in her pocket. One of their 
porters took up the box to carry it on board. He told 
me, that at the upper end of Caſtle ſtreet he re ſted it on 
a bulk, and was ſurpriſed to ſee a thilling and two ſix- 
pences ſliding out of a crack in the bottom of the box, as 
if puſhed out. He then puſhed them in again at the fame 
crack, and ſtopped it with paper. When he came to the 
boat, he told Mr. Giles and the others of it. Molly then 
unlocked the box before them, and found the ſnuff. box 
faſt ſhut at the top, where ihe had placed it. Capt. - — 
took it up, and by ſhaking it found that. money was in it, 
but on opening it Molly ſaid fix ſhillings were wanting, 
four of which they found ſingly, placed in the middle of 
her ſhift, caps, &c. the other two were found at the bot- 
tom, which the man puſhed in. After Molly was gone 
to Wales, Dobby was neither bit nor cut; only ſome 
crooked pins were run into her ſkin; and ſome thrown 
into her boſom, and it continued ſcratching at nights, 
Wedneſday, May 12, Mr. Giles was a little out of 
order, He told me he had been to Bath in his one-horſe- 
chair, and coming home, near the place where his wag- 
gon uſed to be affected, the leather broke belonging to 
his horſe, Je got out of the chair to mend it, and went 
round the wheels of it, but ſaw nobody. Aﬀter it was 
mended, he faw ſtanding ſtill by the wheel, a woman 
dreſſed in a cloak. He looked at her. She ſaid nothing, 
but ſtood ſlill. He then thought it was the woman that 
troubled his family, and that ſaid, She wanted to ſpeak 
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with him; but as ſhe did not ſpeak, his heart failed him, 
ſo that he got up into his chair, and did not ſpeak. He 
drove on alittle, and then looked back, but ſhe was gone. 
This happened betore night. 

Thurſday the 13th, I went to fee him, and found him 
feveriſh and ſick. (That day Dobby had nothing done 
to her by pins, nor by any thing elſe, nor indeed for two 
months after her father's death). I went that afternoon 
to Mr. 's, a ſmith, in Gloceſterſhire. (He had been 
troubled for two months paſt, with two different voices 
in the K:ngswood language, threatening to do him a miſ- 
chief. His neighbours thought him diſordered in mind, 
but he always talked very ſenſibly to me, and related a 
variety of odd circumſtances. The voice foretold him 
many things concerning himſelt'. He told me, that Jalt 
night he, was troubled again with the voices, and that 
amongſt other things, he was told, that they ſhould have 
but little more power at the Lamb, (meaning Giles's\ over 
the little ones ; but they ſhould get power over the old 
one there, the father. They ſeemed to diſpute together 
about it, and at laſt ſeemed pleaſed that they ſhould have 
power over Giles himſelf : and laid ſomething elſe about 
him, but he could not underſtand them. He told me he 
was troubled for him, though he had no acquaintance with 
the family. I did not tell him Mr. Giles was ill, leſt he 
{ſhould tell ſome of Mr. Giles's family of it, I called go- 
ing home, and found Mr. Giles poorly. As 1 was talk— 
ing to him, he vomited a quart or two of liquid on the 
floor before me, I adviſed to fend for a phyſician, which 
he did the next day. 

Friday the 14th, he was bled. His blood was much 
inflamed. Saturday he thought he ſhould die, and was 
earneſt in prayer ta God, Sunday the doctor had but lit- 
tle hopes, as his diſorder ſeemed a little uncommon. He 
ſettled his affairs, was very ſenſible, and willing to die. 

Sunday 
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Sunday evening, May 16, I was there when he died, Which 
was about nine o'clock ; but whether any witchcraft haſ- 
tened his death, God knows. What the voices ſaid to 
the ſmith before he was taken ſo ill, is very remarkable. 
I never told Giles's family of it till ſome months after his 
death. | 

Wedneſday, July the 7th, I went, hearing that Dobby 
was affected again (who has been quiet ever ſince Mr, 
Giles's death) by pins and bites, I waited ſome time, 
and ſhe cried ſhe was bitten. I ſaw the impreſſion of ſeveral 
teeth, and ſpittle on it, and ſoon after a cut of a knife. 
She ſaid ſhe felt a cold knife cut her arm. As I was 
looking on, I am ſure ſhe could not do it herſelf. It 
began to ſcratch very loud. We aſked feveral queſtions, 
which were anſwered. It was aſked, If Mr. Giles loſt his 
life wholly by the witchcraft to ſcratch ſeven? which it 
did diſtinctly. Several others aſked the ſame afterwards, 
which it anſwered in the affirmative; and it was after- 
wards aſked, If Mr. Giles had ſpoken to the woman that 
day, would his life have been ſaved ? It anſwered, Yes : 
and that the man that had done it would confeſs it, It 
was aſked, If any one elſe would die? and it ſcratched 
that a female of the family would die (the youngeſt - 
daughter died ſome months after, but had not been affec- 
ted as her two ſiſters.) 

Thurſday the 8th, in the evening, I took out ſix pins, 
one after another, ſtuck in Dobby's ſhift, and then in her 
ſide ; all near the ſame place. I am ſure ſhe could not 
have put them in, as her hands were out of bed. It an- 
ſwered me two queſtions in thought. 

July the 15th, I was there, It ſcratched but little. 
After waiting, ſhe {aid ſhe was pinched in her fide : I 
looked and took out a crooked pin, and preſently after I 
found another in the ſame place, Her hands were out of 
bed. She cried, a rough hand was waſhing her arm, I 

looked, 
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looked, and ſaw from her wriſt to her elbow, a quantity 
of ſpittle . daubed over her arm, more than two people 
could ſpit in the time: I was watching her when it hap- 
pened. As none was in bed with her, I bid Dobby put 
one hand in bed, and ordered the maid to go to the other: 
end of the room; but firſt I made her wipe off all the 
ſpittle with an apron: I then watched her mouth and 
hands. In two or three minutes, ſhe ſaid, a rough hand 
was waſhing her arm again. I looked on her arm, which 
was, wiped before, and a quantity of very frothy ſpittle 
was daubed over it, from the wriſt to the elbow, I exa- 
mined it, and found the ſubſtance as thick as ſaliva, a 
ſteam came from i it as if hot, I am certain no viſible per- 
ſon put it there. 

July the 20th, It being near the ſair, Dobby was ſent 
to a houſe in Kingſwood ; as ſeveral of their cuſtomers 
had gone to ſleep at other 1 inns, on account of theſe troubles, 
by which they were great loſers. After ſhe came back, 
there was nothing material happened, but a repetition of 
the ſame things. Mrs. Giles thought ſhe would not ſend 
for Molly till the Captain brought her up with him. 
One day, when I was there and it was ſcratching, they 
aſked, How many weeks before Molly would come home ? 
it ſcratched three, and ſhe came exactly to the time, 
Sept. 9, though no perſon 1 wrote to her to come. That 

night all was quiet. : 

Friday, Sept, 10, at ten at night, I went, as Molly 
Vas going to bed. A little toy caſe of drawers was flung 
at her with fury. As ſoon as they were in bed, Dobby 
| was bit on both her legs at once. I ſaw it was freſh done. 
Molly bad two pins run into the ſoles of her feet, which 
IP faw, and ſome i in her boſom. 

Monday, Sept. 13, they aſked in the morning, 
among other queſtions, If I would come there that 
night? (it was uſual for them in a morning to aſk, if ſuch 
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clergymen would come at night, and other perſons whom 
they named, and in that affair it always anſwered true, 
yes or no) it anſwered, Yes, The Rev. Mr. ſtayed 
in the evening with me, at my houſe, and I thought I 
would not go. I did not know what was aſked 1n the 
morning. At half paſt ten he went home. I then told 
my ſiſter I had a great inclination to go to Lawford's- 
Gate, She perſuaded me much againſt it, as it was late, 
and a mile off; but as it did not rain, I did not regard 
that, and went. I got there at eleven: they were ſur- 
priſed at my coming ſo late, and ſaid before I came, it 
had told them falſe in the morning, but now it proved 
true. I ſaw ſeveral bites and cuts, as uſual. Mr. 
was preſent, and aſked ſeveral queſtions, which were 
anſwered right; but it would not tell how many weeks 
it had power to trouble the children, which it told fo 
often before ; it anſwered, the affair would be brought to 
light. After we went away, Molly was caught by the 
throat, and was ſenſeleſs halt an hour. 

Tueſday the 14th, among other queſtions in the morn- 
ing, Mr, , and others, aſked, whether I ſhould 
-come in the evening ? It anſwered, No. (The night 
before I had told them I ſhould.) After they had aſked 
about me this morning, I ſent word by a perſon, that my 
ſiſter and I would be there at ſeven in the evening. This 
made them wonder 1t had ſaid, I would not come, They 
waited to ſee if it had told true. About ſix my ſiſter 
dreſſed herſelf to go with me, but as Mr. Edward Dur- 
bin was riding out on horſeback, he was ſeized with a 
palſy on one ſide, and brought home in a coach. I ſent 
for a phyſician, and ſtayed with him till twelve at night, 

This prevented my going. Does not this prove its fore- 
knowledge of ſome events? | . 

Wedneſday the 15th, it told them 1 ſhould come at 

night, My ſiſter and I went at eight. As we were talk- 
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ing with them, Dobby had a pin ſtuck in her head, 
crooked in a very odd manner. My ſiſter went up to bed 
with them. Going up ſtairs the long bruſh was flung at 
Molly. When they were in the room, Molly held out 
her hand to give the pot to Dobby : ſhe cried out, the 
pot was pulled from her: my ſiſter ſaw Molly's hand 
pulled out with it, and the pot pulled away ſideways into 
a contrary direction to the motion of her hand, and it 
went with ſuch violence towards the wall, as threw the 
water over my ſiſter and Dobby, and ftruck a woman on 


the breaſt that was ſtanding at the wall on the other ſide 


of the room ; it then fell down and rolled round the 
room with a great noiſe, (I heard it underneath) and yet 
it was not broken, When they were in bed, I went up. 
It began ſcratching very loud, and would anſwer any 
thing we aſked, As it would not tell how many weeks 
it had to continue, and the year being nearly out, that ir 


firſt ſaid it would continue, I aſked by ſcratches, If any 


more money was given by the man for the witch to conti- 
nue longer than the year ? it anſwered, Yes. And how 
many guineas? it ſaid, Ten. How many in all? it an- 
ſwered, Twenty. We aſked, If the power of God com- 
pelled it to confeſs that night ? it ſaid, Yes, And as it 
ſaid, that it had already taken away the life of one in the. 
houſe, I aſked, If it had power to take away the life of 
any other in the houſe ? it ſaid, Yes. I then named each 
of the eight children: it ſcratched to Dobby. I aſked, 
In how many days Dobby would die, if ſhe ſtayed in the 
houſe ? it anſwered, three, I aſked, If it would ſpeak in 
Molly's ear how to prevent it? it ſaid, Yes. Molly 
{aid it did ſpeak, but ſhe was ſo fluttered about her ſiſter's 
dying, that ſhe could not underſtand it. I aſked, Tt 
Molly was not able to bear it? it ſaid, No. IT aiked, If 
we remove Molly and Dobby to Kingwood, will that 
do ? it leid, Yes: and, If there were many good angels 
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in the room r Les: and, If they ſaved the children from 
more hurt? Ves: and ſome other queſtions, I alſo aſked 
one or two in thought. Soon after Dobby cried' out, 
ſome what caught hold of her breaſt, My ſiſter put her 
hand i in bed to rub it. She cried out her throat, and 
Molly ſaid ſhe ſaw hands about her ſiſter er's neck; and 
preſently ſhe turned red and blackiſh in her face; they 
took her out of bed, and ſhe lay i in the woman's 1p f ſuite 
ſenſeleſs for three parts of an hour, but had no bds. 
ſions or contractions of the hands, &c. as in fits, but lay 
as one aſleep. i could not perceive her breathe, ker 
pulſe was low ; the woman thought her dead, and her 
mother was NY diſtracted. As my ſiſter had a freſh” 
bottle of falts, 1 applied them to her noſe ; thinking, if 
it was any artifice, they would rouſe her; but I could not 
perceive they had any effeft on her, though the ſalts were 
very ſtrong. She did not ſeem in pain, but foamed a 
little at the mouth, ſo that at laſt 1 was doubtful if ſhe 
would recover, as it ſaid ſhe would d die if ſhe ſtaid at home 
three days. It ſeemed to ſhew. us how eaſily it could 
kill her, if Hed perminas After this he lay till near 
twelve, then we carried er into the other room. She 
roſe up, rubbed her ey es, and told n me ſhe chouę ght ſhe had 
been aſleep; ſhe did not know any thing that beißen to 
Thurſday the "6 in the morning, many 8 were 
thrown at them, ſuch as a pewter diſh and baſon: a 
chamber. pot was thrown down ſtairs after them, though 
no perſon was aboye in the room, When they ſat in the 
ſettle in the kitchen, many of the neighbours being there, 
the children cried, they were pulled by the legs, and were 
pulled down on the ground ſeveral times in ſight of 1 many. 
It dragged them about, and pulled off their caps, and 
tormented them much, that they were forced to ſend 
them to Kingſwood as ſoon as poſlible, Dobby was in 
the. 
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the bar to get herſelf ready; a new riband was put round 
her head, and tied round ſome hair behind, Several 
were in the bar, when ſhe cned, ſomewhat was untying 
her riband. They looked on her head, and ſaw the 
riband untie and vaniſh. They looked round the room, 
but could ſee nothing of it, (aſter it had been gone 
eleven days, as Mrs. Giles and others were fitting in the 
bar, the riband dropped down before them.) Dobby 
went into the kitchen with the maids ; they were toaſt. 
ing bread for breakfaſt, five or ſix were talking; on a 
ſudden Dobby was gone. They ran every way to ſeek 
her, but could not find her. They looked under the bed 
where ſhe uſed to be, but ſhe was not there, They then 
went into an old parret, three ſtory high, where they 
found her under a bed, ſpeechleſs. A door muſt have 
been unbolted in the paſſage to go up : this was out of her 
reach, and bolted again after ſhe was gone up. She was 
there near an hour, and when brought down, ſhe told 
them the woman, dreſſed as uſual, carried her away, and 
held her till they came. Whoever pulled her from under 
the bed always met with great reſiſtance, as if ſomething 
pulled againſt them, They went to King{wood direttly. 
Nov. the 15th. The year being finiſned that they had 
been tormented, the children were brought home; and 
were free from every diſturbance till Saturday the 27th, 
then it began in the morning, with nine loud knocks, 
and frighted Molly into fits. They were in hopes it was 
all over, though it had told me, it was hired afreſh. It 
ſpoke (ſo loud that the maid heard) that the affair would 
de brought to light, They anſwered, that it had told them 
hes, in ſaying that it would ceaſe in a year. It ſaid, 
though it was hired afreſh, it would not torment them 
long. This, and the following, was ſpoken audibly, 
that the maid heard it. It ſaid alſo that another family 
was troubled, but that this would likewiſe be brought to 
light. Monday 
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Mondlay the 19th, it troubled them as uſual, Molly 
the maid, ſelt a cold hand flap her acrols the eyes. I faw 
one eye blackiſh. At night I went, and heard it ſcratch 
very loud; but it would not anſwer many queſtions.— 
Mrs. G:les had aſked my opinion, whether they ſhould not 
go to thoſe called Vile Witches, to have theſe troubles 
ſtopped. I told them, if zhey could ſtop it, it muſt be 
done by the power of the devil; therefore I thought it not 
lawful to go to them ; but to truſt the providence of God 
for deliverance. But as it continued above the year, 
and was hired for another year, they were determined to 
go to the woman at Bedminſter, to ſee if ſhe could ſtop it. 
The morning they went it was very violent, and ſpoke 
aloud, and called Mrs. Giles, and ſaid they ſhould not 
be much the better for going to the Cunning Woman ; and 
as they were going out at the door, pinched Molly in che 
cheek till the blood came. I ſaw the mark of it. 

Mrs. Giles, and two neighbours, went to Bedminſter ; 
but were reſoved not to tell what they came about, to ſee 
if the woman knew their thoughts, They ſat down in 
her room, and ſhe begun, without their telling what they 
came about, and told Mrs. Giles, that ſhe ſhould have 
come to her before, for that there had been horrible 
Witchcraft at her houſe; that Molly and her ſiſter had 
been troubled much; that her huſband had loſt his life 
through it; that a man in Briſtol had given many picces 
of Gold to a woman in Gloucesterſhire to do it. And 
fo, for an hour and half, told them every thing that had 
happened; and ſome ſecret things, which Mrs. Giles ſaid, 
ihe thought ſhe could not poſhbly have known by hear- 
ſay. But, as all theſe things had been long and publicly 
talked of, ſhe might have eaſily heard the whole, and 
yet been no WISER than her Neighbours. She faid, it 
was a very powerful ſpirit that was employed; 1t was a 
chief of the familiar ſpirits ; it was Mach, (which was. 

the 
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the name it told me it was called by) and therefore ſhe was 
in doubt whether ſhe could ſtop it, And that this ſpirit 
knew all languages, and all thoughts; for there were ſome 
learned ſpirits, and ſome ignorant. She bid them, how- 
ever, take the two childrens” firſt water in the morning, 
and put it in a pipkin on the fire; and f, when it boiled, 
all colours of the rainbow came out of it viſibly, ſhe could 
cure it; and ſhe would do the reſt at home. They accord- 
ingly put the water on the fire, and, ſeveral told me, 
beautiful colours came out of it, like the rainbow,— 
From that day they have had no diſturbance ; but have 
been quiet above a year. How far the cunning woman 
may have contributed to this, I will not pretend to ſay. 
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Copy of «a LETTER gent to the Biſhop of 
_Gloceſter, by the Rev. Mr. Anrnux BeprorD, 
late Vicar of Temple, in the City of Briſtol, 


BRISTOT, Aug. 2, 170g. 


My Loxn, 


| Being informed by Mr. SavrTs, of your Lordſhip's deſire 


that I ſhould communicate to you, what I had known concern- 


ing a certain perſon, who was acquainted with ſpirits to his own 
deſtruction, I have made bold to give you the trouble of this 
letter; hoping my deſire to gratiſy your Lordſhip in every par- 
ticular may be an apology for the length thereof, I had for- 
merly given an account to the late Biſhop of Hereford, in which 
there are probably ſome things contained, which I do not now 
remember, which if your Lordſhip could procure from his Lady, 
who lives near Gloceſter, would be more ſatisfactory. 

About thirteen years ago, whilſt I was Curate to Dr. Read, 
Reftor of St. Nicholas, in this city, I began to be acquainted 
with one Thomas Perks, a man of about twenty years of age, 
who lived with his father at Mangotsfield, by trade a gunſmith, 
and contrafted an intimacy with him, he being not only a very 


good-tempered man, but extremely well {killed in Mathematical 
and Aſtronomical Studies, which were his great delight, and in 


which he would diſcover a clear force of reaſon ; inſomuch that 
when Mr. Bailey, Miniſter of St, James's, in this city, endea- 
voured to ſet up a Mathematical School, I adviſed him to this 


Thomas Perks, for an acquaintance ; in hom, as he told me, 


he found a greater proficiency in tho! fladies than he expeRted, 
or could have imagined, After this he applied himſelf to Aſtto- 
logy, and would ſometimes calculate Nativities, and reſolve ho- 
rary queſtions, which he told me oftentimes proved true, but 


that 


1 


that he was not ſatisfied with it, for want of Mathematical de- 
monſtration, which this ſcience did not afford, When by the 
providence of God, I was ſettled in Temple Pariſh, and had not 
ſeen him for ſome time, he came to me in private, and aſked my 
opinion very ſeriouſly eoncerning the lawfulneſs of converſing 
with Spirits. After I had given my thoughts in the negative, 
and confirmed them with the beſt reaſons I could, he told me he 
had conſidered thoſe arguments, and believed they only related 
to conjuration; but that there was an innocent ſociety with them 
which a man might enjoy, if he made no compatts with them, did 
no harm by their means, and was not curious in prying into 
hidden things; and that he himſelf had diſcourſed with them, 
and had heard them ſing to his great ſatisfaction, and offered to 
me at one time, and to Mr, Bayley at another, that if we would 
go one night with him to Kingswood, we ſhould ſee them and 
hear them both talk and ſing, and talk with them on whatever 
ſubje& we had a mind to; and that we ſhould return very ſafe. 
But neither of us had the courage to venture. I told him of the 
ſubtilty of the Devil to delude mankind, and to transform him- 
ſelf into an angel of light. But he could not believe that it was 
the Devil. I had ſeveral conferences with him on this ſubjeR, 
but could never convince him; in all which converſations, I 
never obſerved the leaſt diſorder of mind, his diſcourſe being 
very rational. To try him, I propoſed a queſtion in Aſtronomy, 
relating to the projection of the ſphere, which he projected and 
reſolved ; and did after ſo demonſtrate in the Mathematics, as to 
prove that his brain was free from the leaſt tinfture of madneſs 
and diſtraction. 

Having this opportunity, I aſked him ſeveral particulars 
concerning the methods he uſed, and the diſcourſe he had with 
familiar ſpirits, He told me he had a book, whoſe diretions 
he followed ; and accordingly in the dead of the night he went 
out to a croſs way, with a lantern and candle, which were conſe- 
crated for this purpoſe, with ſeveral incantations. He had alſo. 
conſecrated chalk, conſiſting of ſeveral mixtures, with which he 
aled to make a circle at what diſtance he thought fit, within 
which no ſpirit bad power to enter. After this he invoked the 

K | ſpirits 
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ipirits in ſeveral forms of words, ſome of which he told me 
were taken out of the holy ſcriptures, and therefore he thought 
law ful; without conſider! ng how the ſcriptures themſelves might 
be wreſled to his defirattion, He ſaid the ſpirits he called for 
appeared to him is the ſhape of little maidens, about a foot and 
a half high, and played about the circle. At firſt he was ſome- 
what allrighted, but after ſome ſmall acquaintance with them, 
this antipathy id nature wore off, an he became pleaſed with 
their company, He told me, they ſpake with a very ſhrill 
voice, like an ancient woman, He alked. them, If there was a 
God? They told him there was. He aſked, If there was a 
heaven and: a hell? They ſaid there were, He aſked them 
what place heaven was ? They deſcribed it as a place of great 
glory and happineſs, He then alked, What place hell was? 
They bade him, aſk no queſlions of that nature, for that it Was 
4 dreadful thing to relate it. He further alked, V bat method | 
or order they had amongſt themſelves. They told him, that 
they were divided into three orders; that they had; a chief, 
whoſe reſidence was in the air; that he had ſeveral counſellors, 
which were placed near him in form of a globe, and he in the 
centre ; and that this was the chiefeſt order, That another 
order was employed in paſſing to and fro thence to the earth, to 
convey directions and intelligence between the higher order, 
and a third, or the loweſt order which was upon the earth; 
and w hich was engaged in going to and fro upon the earth, and 
obeying the direQions and orders which they received from the 
higheſt order, refiding i in the air. 5 
This deſcription was very ſurpriſing, and being gontrary to 
the account which We have in ſcripture of the hierarchy. of the 
blefſed angels, made me conclude, they were Demons... But] 
could. not convince him of it. He told me, that he had bade 


them ling and that they went to ſome diſtance behind a buſh, 


from whence he could hear a perfeli concert of ſuch, muſic, as 
he had never heard; and hal i in the upper part he could hear 
ſomething very harſh and ſhrill, like; a reed, but as it Was mana- 
ged, it gave a particular grace to the reſt. r 
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About a quarter of a year after, he came to me again, and 
faid, He wiſhed he had taken my advice, for that he believed he 
had done that which would cot him his life, and which he 
did heartily repent of. Indecd his eyes and countenance diſco- 
vered a great alteration in the {{2ic of his mind, and were valtly 
ſunk and emaciated. I aſked him, What he had done? He 
told me, That being. bewitched to his a:quaintance, he was 
reſolved to proceed further in this art ; and to w ar familiar 
ſpirit at his command, according to the directions of his book, 
which 'were to have a book made of what he called Virgin 


Par chment, and conſecrated with ſeveral incantations; as alio 


a particular ink-horn, ink, pen, &c. for the purpoſe. With 
theſe, he was to go out as uſual, to a croſs way, and call up a 
ſpirit, and aſk him his name, Which he was to write down in 
the firſt page of his book, and this was to be his Familiar. Thus 
he Was to do, by as many as he pleaſed ; writing their names 
in diftin& pages, only one in a leaf; and then, whenever he 
ſhould take the book and open it, the ſpirit whoſe name ap- 
peared, would come up to him. Putting this in practice, the 
familiar ſpirit he had was called Malchi, (that is, my King). 
After this, they appeared faſter than he deſired, and in moſt 
diſmal ſhapes, like ſerpents, lions, bears, &c. hiſſing and roar- 
ing, and attempting to throw ſpears and balls of fire at him, 
which did very much affright him, and the more ſo, when he 
found it not in his power to lay them; inſomuch that his hair, 
as he told me, ſtood upright, and he expected every moment to 
be torn in pieces. This was in December, about midnight, 
when he continued there in a ſweat, till break of day. They 
then left him, and from that time he was never well, as long as 
he lived. | 
In his ſickneſs he came frequently to this city, to conſult 
with Mr. Jacob, an apothecary, in Broad-ſtreet, He came to 
me at the ſame time, and owned every matter of fact, as above 
related, He continued to declare the ſame to the very laſt, and 
inſiſted that when he did any thing of this nature, he was de- 
luded in his conſcience tothink it lawful, but that he was now 
convinced to the contrary, e {till declared, that he had made 
| no 
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ks compʒtis with any of thoſe ſpirits, and that he Won 
done zuꝶ barm by *thejr means, not ever pried into dhe flute 
fortüne f himſelf or others, and expreſſed a bearty*repentance 
for his fins, and à fincere deteſtation of them; So that though 
ſuch proceedings coſt him his life in this world, yet J have gteat 
rea ſdn to bee ve him happy in the dlher. 

I am not certain whether he ever gave this account to any 
but my felt; though he communicated ſomething of it to Mr. 
Bailey, Miniſter of St. James, in chis city. Perhaps your Lord- 


ſhip may be further informed by his relations and neighbours in 


Mangots field, which lies in Gloceſterſhire, not much above à 
mile out of the road to. Bath. 1 Ferre, told che flor fo 
bug ule mentioned his name before. Hf Ye 28-22 


I your Lordſhip, therefore; hab serie off printing uch 


anni as theſe,” I beg it may be:with-Tach a tenderneſs to his 


memory, as he deſerved, and ſo as may not be of any prejudice 
to his relations, who "RR bear the charakter of honeſt, 
nord 'S 13 dad i Tt 
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no compafts with any of thoſe ſpirits, and that he bad never 
done au barm by their means, nor ever pried into che futute 
fortune of himſelf or others, and expreſſed a hearty: repentance 
for his fins, and a fincere deteſtation of them, So that though 
ſuch proceedings, coſt him his life in this world, yet alin 
teaſan-to'beheve him happy in the other. 3 

I am not certain whether he ever gave this account to any 
but myſelf ; though he communicated ſomething of it to Mr. 
Bailey, Miniſter of St. James, in this city. Perhaps your Lord- 


ſhip. may be further informed by his relations and neighbours in 


Mangotsheld, which lies in Gloceſterſhire, not much abov- a 
mile out of the road to- Bath. I have frequently 9d the tor /, 
but never mentioned his name before. 

If your Lordſhip, therefore, hath any en pri ſuch 


accounts as theſe, I beg it may be with ſuch a tenderneſs to his 


memory, as he deſerved, and ſo as may not be of any prejudice 


to his e W N bear the character of honeſt, 
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